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To accomplish great things we must not
only act, but also dream; not only plan, but
also believe" …. Anatole France.
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so far away. But that been said enthusiasm seemed high and Stephen

holds out hope that quite a few will be joining our ranks and we shall await the outcome.

In the meantime I am sure you are asking yourself why include the old photographs?
Well it’s simple. When these buses and Stations were in use…
So was the RHONDDA TUNNEL!
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Arnhem remembered

In last month’s Newsletter we reported on the planned YEARLY parachute
jump that Pamela Walsh, a member of the Tunnel Hotel’s bar staﬀ, would
be making in remembrance of those involved in Operation Market
Garden, the holding of Arnhem Bridge (also known as a Bridge Too Far)
which took place between 17th and ninth September 1944 during World
War 2. Pamela has successfully made the jump on numerous occasions
over the years.
Well we can report back, that Pamela has once again made her jump …
but not without much drama being experienced on the day !

This year’s remembrance day jump was scheduled for 18th September,
and particularly special as it was to be carried out over Renkum Heath in
Holland, also known as the D2 drop zone from which Major General John
Frost was to spearhead the 1st Airborne Division’s assault on the Arnhem
Bridge.

The days leading up to the remembrance day jump, from 13th to 18th
September, were taken up with a training course at the Dutch National
Parachute Centre, Teige : This included classroom work, ground training,
packing your own chute ( a replica WW2 round canopy parachute ), and
and ﬁnally some practice jumps from 1200 feet … the same height at
which the remembrance day jump would be made.

Remembrance day is a big occasion in Holland, with jumps being made
from many diﬀerent Drop Zones around the country. At Renkum, there is
always a big community turnout with the Mayor also attending. The day
was sunny but with some clouds about. A group of ten parachutists, including Pamela, was taken up into the sky by the Dutch Luftwaﬀe AN2
plane. It was to circle twice over the Drop Zone, with a ‘stick’ of ﬁve
jumpers exiting the plane on each circle.

Before exiting the plane, Pamela’s Drillmaster gave her a warning to
expect ’very windy’ conditions outside. Pamela’s exit was perfect, with
the usual adrenalin rush being experienced, followed by a turn to look at
the Drop Zone and ensure that she was headed in the right direction. The
ﬁrst part of the fall was smooth and another fantastic experience.

With the ground growing larger beneath her, and landing time coming
ever closer, Pamela turned into what by now had become a strong wind.
But then, all of a sudden, the ‘five’ stick members found themselves
suspended in the air seemingly going nowhere. For two of the members,
this didn’t cause a problem, as they proceeded to land on the intended
target. But for the remaining three members, including Pamela, this was
quickly followed by a ‘jet stream’ rush, which carried them away from the
target, and across the landing ﬁeld in the wrong direction. The two heavier
ones ended up landing and hanging in the trees at the end of the ﬁeld.
But, Pamela being lighter, was carried further into the adjoining maize
ﬁeld, the wind dragging her at speed across the six feet tall maize stalks,
battering her as she went along, all the time trying to assume the

…and perhaps
‘a jump too far’

positions she had been taught to protect herself for landing. When
eventually she was able to come to a stop, Pamela tried to get to her feet
and immediately felt a severe pain in one leg.

Very quickly, two paramedics arrived on the scene. Because of the size of
the maize stalks, it wasn’t possible to place Pamela on a stretcher. Instead,
she was able to place her arms around the shoulders of the paramedics
to be carried out that way, other members of her group clearing a pathway
before them through the maize. Just when you would have thought things
couldn’t get any worse, they reached the edge of the ﬁeld, and one of the
medics slipped, dropping Pamela to the ﬂoor.
This story made it into the national newspapers in Holland.

Out of hospital, and back home now, Pamela has two metal plates and
several screws in her fractured ankle. Next week her foot will be placed
into a plaster cast, and at a later stage she will have to wear a boot for
about ten weeks. What a pair Pamela and Rod are going to look, both with
their boots, behind the bar counter at the Tunnel Hotel !

Has this been ‘a jump too far‘ for Pamela ? She says it will depend on how
her ankle heals. One thing’s for sure, she will carry on taking part in future
remembrance day commemorations, even if only to help with the
preparations for the jumps.
And what does husband John say : as far as he is concerned, the only
jumps Pamela will be making from a plane in future, will be from the end
of a rope !

Pamela has kindly pledged all of her sponsorship donations from this
year’s jump, to the Rhondda Tunnel Society. I will be doubling my donation
after hearing of these experiences … worth every penny, I’d say !

Oh! What a Night

If someone said it was a night to remember, as ﬁtting as it may seem, it would
be an understatement. The people again packed the WHITE DRAGON in
Treorchy to take part in our FIRST ANNIVERSARY celebrations, and were
treated to a fantastic evening of mixed entertainment. The evening included
two new ﬁlms (again put together by our Chairman) with another two covering the Queensbury Tunnel and MICHAEL SHEEN’s visit. Dignitaries that attended were LEANNE WOOD of PLAID CYMRU, GERAINT DAVIES also PLAID
CYMRU, and the LABOUR PARTY’s LEIGHTON ANDREWS. Each addressed the
crowd and each reiterated what many have said this past year that of the incredible steps and success this Society has achieved, and, will go on to
eventually succeed in the quest to re-open the Rhondda Tunnel. When the
last ﬁlm drew to a close the Society’s new emblem literally BURST onto the
scene with the setting oﬀ of two confetti cannons and rapturous applause.
After a short break we were all “treated” to a welsh version of SUPERMAN
which had the crowds rocking in their seats, and this again followed by what
can only be described as a promotion for our new merchandise, modelled by
what must have been the oldest male model on record. All through the
evening the atmosphere was electric and something to be part of (and “bottled” if that were at all possible.) Included in the format was the presentation
of a number of bouquets for our hardworking ladies of the Committee along

with Miss PAULA MACKEY who designed our new
Society Emblem Badge, and SONIA WEST and
DEBORAH WHITE who continues to spread the
RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY’s aspirations far and wide.

Sue Warren our tireless Secretary was unable to attend
the celebrations on account of her having received an
injury and she was sorely missed. The Committee wish
her a speedy recovery, “GET WELL SOON SUE”.

I would also like to say a special “well done” to our
BLAENGWYNFI Vice-Chairman Mr. ROD MACINTYRE
who really struggled, not only to make the journey but
also conquer the stairs at the venue following his recent
knee operation.



 

 

So all in all a splendid evening which I (and no doubt
countless others) think was beﬁtting for the amount of
work done by all the Committee and their supporters
this past year. We must now concentrate on this coming
year which will no doubt bring new challenges, new
goals and let’s hope LOTS of new members.
To all those who attended we thank you, to all those
who could not make it, we missed you, and to all those
who wished they had come…

JOIN US AND FIND OUT WHAT IT IS LIKE
TO BE PART OF A SOCIETY…
THAT IS MAKING HISTORY
Flowers Kindly Donated by Treorchy Florists
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Just One of my Train Experiences!

Well I’m not the kind of girl who, shall we say has had much to do with trains per say, but I always remember when I was a
little girl that I played in the lanes and streets of Llwynypia, where I was born and bred.
We lived with my gran and grandad in Sherwood Street, which was known in years gone by when it was built, as “piano
row”. I remember asking my gran, why is it called “piano row” then gran? To which she replied that it was one of those
streets where only the “moneyed” people could aﬀord to buy a house, and nearly every house had a piano in the front
room.
I had a very happy childhood there, playing in the back lane with all the other children in the street. Our side of the street
had a back lane which ran directly outside of the back door, and our garden was across the back lane. That was great for
my grandad, because he could tend to his ﬂowers in peace and look after the pigeons in the cot at the bottom of the garden.
Many a Saturday I was sent oﬀ on my way to Knill & Thomas in Tonypandy to buy a bag of corn for the pigeons. A strange
shop, they used to sell sherry “from the wood” as I recall as well.
We, as children would set oﬀ with our picnic in our duﬄe bags, I had a red tartan one, which always had the same 2 kinds
of sandwiches packed in them. Strawberry jam or paste. We never carried bottles in our duﬄe bags, but took the plastic
“canteens” full of squash. I remember that they always looked like “army” ones, with a screw top cup on the top. Not that
we ever used the cup, just drank straight from the ﬂask.
We would walk over the railway bridge, which took us over to the “new road”, or Nantgwyddon Road as it’s now called, by
the Rhondda Tech. We would make our way up to the “ﬂat” stone that was half way up the mountain, set our picnics out,
run around, play and talk, until we got hungry and polished oﬀ our picnics. We would be there for hours, our mams never
worried where we were, because in those days, they never had to be concerned for us, unless there was an accident, and
we had fallen over, and cut or grazed our knees, and that was about the only harm that would come to us.
The best thing that would happen at the end of one of our halcyon days out playing, was the walk back to Sherwood, where
we would wait until we could hear a train coming down along the track, and squirm with delight and anticipation………..we
would wait at one end of the bridge and time it just right until we would race to the middle of the bridge elbowing each
other out of the way to be the ﬁrst one to stand on the middle of the bridge when the train went under and we would
catch the steam coming out of the funnel of the train as it chugged along, before it pulled into Llwynypia Station. We would
laugh and scream as the bits of soot landed on our faces and we would rub them in, as if we had been working down the
pit. If we had a penny each on the way back, we would call into Eaves’ chip shop on the corner, next to Joe Couch’s shop,
and buy four pennies worth of chips to share out and eat on the way down the back lane to our houses. My gran would
often be sat on a kitchen chair in the lane, chatting to the neighbours, waiting for us to come home. My gran, who all the
children loved, would ask us if we had a good time, and a quick, go and wash your faces before your mother sees you!
Such simple pleasures that enhanced a simple, but happy life.

Many thanks to Mrs. Cherrill Rees of ‘Just Up Your Street’ for providing this article

Billy
Wasn’t Idol!

On 27th September 2015, Rhondda Tunnel Society member Billy
Williams cycled the 95 kilometres / 60 miles around Rhondda
Cynon Taﬀ in the annual Valleys Velo event.

Fellow member Billy Williams (Above)
waiting for his 'Oﬀ' time.

He chose to undertake this event to promote the Rhondda Tunnel
Society’s vision of re-opening the Rhondda Tunnel for cyclists and
pedestrians, and looked to raise money in the form of donations.
Billy, a very active member of the society is a credit to our organisation. Well done. We applaud you sir.
We will inform you of his donation in the next newsletter.
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1970s DISCO
PENTRE LEGION
OCTOBER 2nd 2015

Organised by the RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY

Play That
Funky Music
What can only be described as a fantastic evening, our ﬁrst ever 1970s
Disco and Quiz event saw the hall at
Pentre Legion ﬁlled to capacity.
From the time the doors oﬃcially
opened the people came AND KEPT
COMING, so much so that within
twenty ﬁve minutes of the ﬁrst arrivals
the organising Committee had to bring
out extra tables and seating to accommodate the ever increasing numbers.
Our Vice-Chairman Dave Williams
along with Buddug Harries was in
charge of admissions and merchandise sales and from the outset both
were kept very busy supplying Glow
Bands and Disco “wands” to the
overﬂowing crowd.
Due to the amount of people arriving
the quiz got oﬀ to a late start, but
generally everything went according
to plan. After the last round of questions it came down to a four-way tiebreaker of which one member of
each team was asked another question. The ﬁrst three had it wrong and
guess what I had it wrong as well.
Would you have known it? The question was... What product was advertised by a polar bear wearing
sunglasses? The answer was not
FOX’s Glacier Mints, but Cresta Pop
with the slogan “IT’S FROTHY MAN”.
The trophy awarded to the winning
team was presented by Plaid
Cymru’s Leanne Wood who also
presented other raﬄe prizes including two designer handbags very
generously donated by Helen Maria
Pick of ELEGANCE Ladies Wear in

Treorchy. Thank you Helen for your
continued support.

After the quiz we had a quick game
of “HEADS AND TAILS” and this
was included into the evening with
every intention of donating the
money raised for this game to a
local charity. The grand sum of
£137.50 was donated by a very
supportive audience and after the
R.T.S. rounded it up to £150 from
the R.T.S Committee’s own pockets
it was then donated to the
Rhondda Children’s Diabetic Society. This was followed by a quick
“auction” the prize being a boxed
set of “RONNIE BARKER COLLECTION” D.V.DS which sold for an
amazing forty pounds.

To kick oﬀ the evening a ﬁve minute ﬁlm of TV adverts put together once
again by our Chairman had the crowd rocking with laughter and merrily
singing along. Then the fun really started as the crowd took to the danceﬂoor.
Just looking at the photographs on these pages gives you some idea of the fun
factor experienced by everyone.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Lesley Crew our Treasurer and
Fundraiser for putting together such a fantastic evening (that’s another
feather in your hat Lesley).
Walking around the dance ﬂoor I kept asking the partygoers “Are you having
a good time?” only to be bombarded with the questions “When is the next
one”? or “Brilliant“, “Fantastic”. So as a result of this we the R.T.S. Committee
have decided to hold another one on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14th, once
again at the Pentre Legion and the theme this time will be the 1980’s.
Owing to the popularity of this event we anticipate the tickets for the next
event to sell very quickly. We strongly advise everyone NOT to rely on paying
on the evening as tickets will be on sale at various outlets with a strictly “ﬁrst
come ﬁrst served” basis. So come on everyone don’t be disappointed and
let’s make this another night to remember as we journey back to the 80’s.
The big question now is... WHAT SHALL I WEAR?

y
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in aid of the

‘RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY’

at the PENTRE LEGION
on SATURDAY, 14th NOVEMBER, 2015
Quiz starts at 7.00 p.m.

Tickets £5.00 (Ticket price includes a FREE Draw)
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Tickets available from:
Behind the bar at ‘THE PENTRE LEGION’
CAXTON PRESS, rear of Super Drug, Treorchy
or Telephone – LESLEY CREW: 01443 423336 • STEVE MACKEY 01443 777200

For more informa)on on this event or ‘The Rhondda Tunnel Society’ please check us out online at
www.rhonddatunnelsociety.co.uk • Find us on Facebook • or Follow us on Twi*er

THANKS TO TREHERBERT
RUGBY CLUB

The 2015-2016 Rugby Season kicked oﬀ to a start two months ago
and programmes for the season were put into production.
We’d like to make a special thanks to Treherbert RFC for their kind
oﬀer of putting our advertisment in their programme for free.
The idea of this is to hopefully make awareness to all the opposition
supporters.
With twelve teams visiting Tynewydd Park over this season let’s hope
it grabs the away fans attention and helps us pick up a few more
members.
Thanks again Treherbert RFC and best of luck with the season!

AFAN ARGOED HOSTS STAKEHOLDERS MEETING

The Rhondda Tunnel Society is holding a Stakeholders meeting at the Argoed miners museum and cycling centre on
the 22nd of October at 10.00am. Sorry Guys, this is invite only and is aimed at Organisations and public bodies who
might wish to partner or assist the Society and the communities in their endeavour to re-open the Rhondda Tunnel.
If any member feels that they know of someone who might be of assistance to the Society in this capacity.
Please contact Steve on 07534 032771 Rod on 01635 851015l or email thetunnel@talktalk.net or juliehannam9@gmail.com.

Get your Thinking Viel Glück
Rhondda
Caps On!
Every week the NUM club in Tonypandy organises a
charity quiz night and donates the money raised to a
chosen charity.
This week they have very kindly chosen our charity to
receive the money raised.
The quiz is being held at the NUM and takes place at
7.00 p.m. on Friday 16th October.
Please show your support and attend. Even if you’re
not too clever it should be a good night.

Tunnel Society
Our cause has found another member from abroad.

Dagma May is our latest international member to sign up.

Dagma who lives in Augsburg, Germany was a student
teacher in Merthyr over 40 years ago and since then has
been a regular visitor to Wales, especially The Rhondda
Valleys.

She herself is a keen cyclist and thinks our project is a
very interesting one and can’t wait to cycle through once
opened.

Doing Their Bit for the
Rhondda Tunnel Society

Arranged by our Treasurer Lesley Crew the Charity box
at the Tonypandy branch of ASDA is coming on in “leaps
and bounds” as more and more customers are choosing
to place their tokens into our box. Pictured left we can
see brother and sister Elora and Brandon Giles adding
to the mountain of tokens already accumulated.
This is proof that the people of the Rhondda are behind
our project and are looking forward to the day that the
RHONDDA TUNNEL will once again be open to one
and all.

We have now reached the stage in the project where a
lot of the legal and technical proceedings are being
carried out, which still astounds me considering that
the Society has only been in existence for just over
ONE YEAR!

All this is down to our members from all over the Country
and indeed all over the WORLD. More and more are joining us to help bring to the Rhondda a project the size of
which has not been seen in these parts for DECADES.
So come on everyone keep placing your token in our box
and help us make history.

On behalf of the RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY Committee,
THANK YOU ONE AND ALL.

The RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY would also like to thank
ASDA Tonypandy and their staﬀ for all their help.

THENandNOW
Pictured top left we see a Sunbeam Rapier (didn’t we have fantastic names our for cars back then) making its way up
towards Pentwyn Hospital. In my younger days I used to cycle up this hill with my un-complicated, no gears, and one speed
Raleigh bicycle and not even breathe heavy. My guess this photograph would be around 1960. Compare it with what it
looks like today. This photograph was taken from exactly the same position!!

Pictured top left we see Large Prairie 2-6-2t No 4160 at Treorchy Station about to depart for Treherbert. I can remember
catching many a train here with my “Nanna” when she used to take me with her to “Ponty” market on Saturday mornings.
When the train was leaving the station we used to lean out of the window and wave a white handkerchief to my “Gransha”
who would be waving back to us from 58 Chepstow Road Cwmparc. It seemed like an adventure. Above. How it looks today.

Why not relax at
Tel: 01443 777644

115 BUTE STREET • TREORCHY

• Hot & cold drinks • Light lunches • Meal deals
• Daily specials • Free Wi-fi • TV with music channel
• Upstairs quiet area, ideal for meeting etc. • Buffets
• Licensed Premises • Children’s parties in ‘Area 42’

Taking the Train to Ponty?

If you’re near Pontypridd station, take a ﬁve minute stroll up Y Graig, turn into Ysbyty Dewi Sant car park, and you
will see the bricked up Treforest tunnel that linked Barry Sidings with Barry Docks Railway. Just like a bypass for
trains- David Davies [Ocean Coal Company] built it so his coal trains could bypass the coal-train “traﬃc” jams and
delays in Pontypridd Station and Cardiﬀ Docks [which his competition The Marquis of Bute owned!!].

FOR OUR YOUNGER MEMBERS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Name the oldest standing house in the Treherbert area.
Walter Pidgeon starred in a ﬁlm about Welsh life named:
How ‘…..................’ Was my valley.
When was the Parc and Dare theatre [not workmen’s hall] built?
What distance is the Rhondda Tunnel? [In yards]
How many Stations would you stop at if you travelled from Treherbert
to Pontypridd on the trains today?
Can you name them? (In order from Treherbert)
Which ﬁlm star has shown interest in the Rhondda Tunnel project and
has visited the portal sites?
What is the tunnel called that is the route for the Eurostar and Le
Shuttle train services?
What is the name of the famous railway that runs through tunnels in
London?
Are our countries railways narrow gauge, standard gauge or broad
gauge?
ANSWERS TOP OF NEXT PAGE
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Many thanks to Mrs. Rhianedd Dutfield for this article which is aimed at our younger members.
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BRITAIN’S MOTORING PAST
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Find the names below in the wordsearch to the left.

HELP SPREAD THE WORD

WOLSELEY
DAIMLER
BEDFORD
LANCHESTER
TRIUMPH
PEEL
VANDEN PLAS
BRISTOL
ROLLS ROYCE
ALVIS
BOND

After reading this newsletter you can re-cycle it in a diﬀerent way. Pass it on to a friend and let them read it. Then
maybe they could be convinced to take the all important step and join our society which will help us to ‘make history’
in the Rhondda and Afan Valleys.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ OPPOSITE
1. TYNEWYDD FARM • 2. GREEN • 3. 1913 • 4. 3443yds. • 5. ELEVEN STATIONS. • 6. The stations in order are:
Treherbert, Ynyswen, Treorchy, Pentre, Ystrad, Llwynypia, Tonypandy, Dinas, Porth, Trehafod, Pontypridd.
7. MICHAEL SHEEN • 8. THE CHANNEL TUNNEL • 9. LONDON UNDERGROUND • 10. STANDARD GAUGE

Have You Joined Yet?

For only £10 a year you can become a member. You are welcome to either:

• Download and print the membership form from our website. Sending completed application with a cheque
to the address included on the form;
• Enrol at any of our Society Meetings where membership forms will be readily available

• Alternatively you can use the PayNow link below to pay via PayPal* or Credit / Debit Card, completing
membership form details on the page that follows the payment conﬁrmation.

THE

RHONDDA
TUNNEL
SOCIETY
COMMITTEE

We the Executive Committee would like to thank all our Sponsors for their overwhelming and continued support
throughout our ﬁrst year. Each of us realise that without their MASSIVE support this Society would not be anywhere
near the position we are in today. Without appearing to be repeating ourselves may we say…

A VERY BIG – THANK YOU

