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To accomplish great things we must not
only act, but also dream; not only plan, but
also believe" …. Anatole France.
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Foreword

Here it comes, that time of year again Christmas. As
one fades another one creeps up, and before you
know it, you’re hanging up the stockings. Christmas is
always a wonderful time of year; not only do you get
to see all the friends and family you haven’t seen all
year, but you get to help others in need of your support.

My wife and I give to charity throughout the year
through our bank account, and at this very special
time, we know that we have done our bit to help the
poor and needy. This time of year also reﬂects our true
spirit and how we perceive others not as fortunate as
ourselves.

As we move forward with our project, we are constantly looking for ways to raise money to keep our
campaign at the top of the game, and over the last 15
months or so we have done a pretty good job. We even
reached the dizzy heights of ‘The Times’ newspaper.

We are at present In the middle of a Christmas Raﬄe
to boost funds ready to take our project into the coming year. I hope you have all received your tickets and
of course sold them on as part of your help in keeping
the Society healthy ﬁnancially, and stable as a group
of people who are concerned for the future of the
Rhondda and Afan Valley’s future.

If you have not had tickets to sell, please see one of
the Executive Committee and I’m sure they will sort it
out for you. We need to gather more members, as
strength in numbers means a strong group, a bonding
that keeps us together. Just mention us to a friend, on
the phone, in a conversation on the road, or in an
email. You’ll be surprised who has not yet learned of
our Society.

So here’s an ideal gift idea for Christmas. How about
giving someone you know: -

Membership for a year.
A bespoke pin motif.
Membership card.
A copy of all past newsletters.
A car sticker.

The total package is worth £26, but it’s yours for just
£20 A great idea, a great deal. So come on all you
members and members-to-be, get your Santa hat on,
and give that special person a gift that will help the
Rhondda and Afan valleys break out from the past, and
look forward to a bright future for our children, and
theirs too.

Steve Mackey
Chairman

EDWINA HART
Visits the Tunnel

On Monday, October 19th the tiny village of Blaencwm
witnessed (dare I say) a never-seen-before occurrence, as the
Welsh Minister of Transport EDWINA HART visited the site of the
Blaencwm portal of the RHONDDA TUNNEL.
As requested by Mrs Hart’s PA, we the Society welcomed her at
the HENDREWEN HOTEL at 3.00 p.m. when, after a quick chat and
some introductions, we escorted Mrs. Hart to the Tunnel site.
Amidst all the astounding scenery she asked our Chairman of the
progress of our ongoing project and commented that “to have a
successful and sustainable tourist attraction one must have something diﬀerent… and that is exactly what you have here”.
Touching on various subjects our Chairman brought Mrs. Hart upto-date as it were, and after a short photo stop at the ﬁeld entrance we made our way back to the HENDREWEN for some light
refreshments.
The Committee and our distinguished visitor then retired to the
lounge where she was given an update, followed by a discussion
on the “where we are now” scenario. Mrs HART then advised us
on the next steps that should be taken to take our project forward,
one being the impending “Bat Hibernation” survey, followed by a
“Bat Immigration” survey some six months later. To have such a
prominent Minister in our midst has given the R.T.S. a massive
boost to the morale and determination of the Committee and indeed its members.
We thank her for giving us, the R.T.S. some of her precious time
and hope that she will continue to honour us with her presence
again in the not-too-distant future.

ROUTE NCN882 –
The Missing Link

Earlier this year, after reading a number of very impressive
media reports, I decided to attend my ﬁrst meeting of the
newly-formed Rhondda Tunnel Society.

The main reason I attended was fuelled by many years of
unsuccessful campaigning and lobbying for the provision
of a Rhondda Fawr Community Route from Blaencwm and
Blaenrhondda to Porth. It was amazing to see the turnout
at that meeting, and listening to what was said, and seeing
the enthusiasm and support shown for the project
spurred me back into campaigning mode for the development of a Rhondda Fawr Community Route.

From the meeting it was clear that the obvious priority
and prime objective of the Rhondda Tunnel Society was
the re-opening of the Rhondda Tunnel. When the tunnel
does re-open however, it is imperative that there is in
place within the Rhondda Fawr, and particularly the Upper
Rhondda Fawr, an infrastructure, similar to that which already exists throughout the Afan Valley – cycle paths, visitor centres, accommodation etc – which will be capable
of providing all the necessary services, connections to
transport links and facilities that would be required to
cater for the major inﬂux of visitors and tourists that the
re-opening of the Tunnel will most deﬁnitely generate.

I approached Mr. Steven Mackey, the Society Chairman,
at the end of that meeting and made him aware of previous eﬀorts with regard to the development of a Rhondda
Fawr Community Route and I was invited to address the
Rhondda Tunnel Society at its next Committee meeting.
At the meeting I outlined to the Committee the eﬀorts of
both myself and others with regard to campaigning and
lobbying for the provision of a Rhondda Fawr Community
Route, and emphasised how I believed that the Rhondda
Tunnel and Rhondda Fawr Community Route, although
entirely separate projects, should be seen in many ways
to be running in tandem, as together they will provide a
major connection and further develop Community Routes
that will once again link the valleys to the coast, thereby
opening up access to the National Cycle Network across
the whole of South Wales and beyond.

There is little doubt that the re-opening of the Rhondda
Tunnel and the creation of the Rhondda Fawr Community
Route will provide a much-needed and massive economic
and tourism boost to South Wales in general, and to the
Rhondda Fawr and Afan Valleys in particular. After addressing the meeting I was invited to join the Committee
and I have to admit that my decision to accept the invitation did have a certain element of a hidden agenda in that
I hoped that the massive interest, support and enthusiasm

being shown for the Rhondda Tunnel Project could be
used to support and be allied to the provision of the longoverdue Rhondda Fawr Community Route which would
provide the proverbial “missing link” in the NCN of the
South Wales valleys. As some of you may be aware the
Rhondda Fawr Community Route has already been allocated a route number, namely NCN882, as detailed on the
map opposite, even though no such route exists, and as
previously stated for many years both myself and others
have campaigned for the development of this route. The
Active Travel (Wales) Act came into being in 2014 which
placed a duty on all Local Authorities to identify and map
out deﬁned community & cycle routes within their boundaries. This is merely a paper exercise however and does
not in any way compel the Local Authority to actually develop and construct the deﬁned routes.

A number of years ago detailed maps covering the Upper
Rhondda Fawr from Blaencwm/Blaenrhondda to Llwynypia were submitted to Rhondda Cynon Tâf Council,
identifying possible options with regard to walking and cycling routes using existing paths, tracks and highways, albeit to no avail. In addition to the above, maps have now
also been produced suggesting feasible route options
from Llwynypia to Porth and Llwynypia to Tonyrefail with
connections to existing routes NCN881 and NCN4, thus
creating important links to the cycle network across the
whole of South Wales.

For over 40 years I have cycled extensively both overseas
and in the UK, particularly in the South Wales area, and
during that time I have seen the development of Community Routes and cycle paths in every valley except for one
of the most famous valleys in the world, the Rhondda
Fawr. Most of these developments have been carried out
in partnership between the Local Authorities and SUSTRANS, the charity dedicated to providing sustainable
transport, who, I am glad to say, are now very much involved with the Rhondda Tunnel Project and are working
closely with and advising the Rhondda Tunnel Society with
regard to development plans, funding applications etc.

And so, with SUSTRANS on board and the massive support of
both local and national politicians, I wholeheartedly believe that the dream of re-opening the Rhondda Tunnel
and the creation of a Rhondda Fawr Community Route,
namely NCN882, will, in the not too-distant future, become very much a reality.

To be continued

I would like to thank our
fellow Committee member,
Dai Evans, for providing us
with this informative story
about this much-needed
addition to the NATIONAL
CYCLE NETWORK. The
R.T.S. I am sure, realises
both of these projects do
indeed go hand in hand.
Therefore we look forward

to further updates of OUR
“renewed” campaign of
making Route 882 more
than just a number on a
piece of paper.

** Since writing this article, Mr Dai Evans, who is a
member of the TREORCHY
MALE VOICE CHOIR, has
decided to step down from

Ciaran Climbs on Board

the Committee owing to
other commitments.

On behalf of the Committee
I would like to thank him
for all the hard work he
has done for the R.T.S. and
wish him all the very best
for the future.
Thanks again Dai. Jim

Isn’t it nice to see some of our younger generation taking
an interest in our project?

Here in these 2 photos is Master Ciaran Griﬃths, who is
probably here tonight at his ﬁrst Rhondda Tunnel Society
Meeting. His father Ian explained that Ciaran had taken a
strong interest in the project. Well, all I can say is, “well done
Ian for encouraging the young man.”

Who knows, may be in the future this young man could be
doing a job on the Executive Committee. We wish him well
and welcome him to the Society.

Now Ciaran, go get your membership card.

STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETING
AFAN ARGOED
A most impressive turnout is the only way to describe the
morning of October 22nd at the Afan Argoed Visitor Centre in the Afan Valley. Yet again it was an early start for
the Committee members to get to the venue and set out
all the tables with the paperwork for each of the persons
expected to attend. Delegates from various sections of
the public sector were present including Gwyn Smith
(SUSTRANS) along with his work colleague Mr Tony
Moon, Gabrielle Torkington (S.W.E.A / W.G), Charlotte
Galsworthy (GARMIN TRUST) and Christian Servini
(N.R.W.) to name but a few.
The schedule began at 10.15 a.m. with each table of visitors accompanied by at least one member of the R.T.S.
The ﬁrst session lasted just over an hour and all people
present soon became part of a very engaging seminar
with each table member having a chance to put forward
their thoughts or concerns as to what potential problems
or obstacles this project could encounter, and the possible solutions of the same. The tables were headed by Rod
Macintyre (Vice Chairman Blaengwynﬁ), John Denton
(Membership Secretary), Stephen Mackey (Chairman),
Lesley Crew (Treasurer), Bernard Miche (Committee

member ), Will Jones (Events Organiser), and Jonathan
Davies (Committee member). At the end of the first
session a short break of some 15 minutes was called for
coﬀee and Edel’s renowned sandwiches and cakes. The
meeting re-convened for the ﬁnal half hour or so bringing
to an end our ﬁrst Shareholders’ Meeting. A number of
people there commented that we had put together…
“THE MOST PROFESSIONAL MEETING THEY HAVE EVER
ATTENDED”, and comments put on the ﬂipchart board at
the end of the meeting contained no negative comments
whatsoever!
Not bad for our FIRST ATTEMPT don’t you think?
So needless to say we all left the venue invigorated,
ecstatic, call it what you will, but once again we are ready
for the next round.
Whatever that may bring one can only say one thing…
BRING IT ON !
P.S. Mrs Julie Hannam is due to come back to us the
Society with the results of this meeting, and we the
Committee will inform you, our members, of the outcome.










HLF MEETING








  

A meeting with the Heritage Lottery Fund Officials took place the other week to discuss the Rhondda Tunnel
Society’s application for a HLF grant. Two oﬃcials attended and spent the day with the Society’s Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee that attended the meeting were the Chairman and Vice Chair Mr. Rod Macintyre, Membership
Sec. Mr. John Denton, Treasurer Miss Lesley Crew, Mr. Bernard Miche, Mr. Will Jones and Mr. Gwyn Smith of Sustrans.
Both Portals were visited and talks began in earnest. The whole day was spent walking, talking and debating the
Rhondda Tunnel Society’s plans, and many questions were asked by both sides and many questions were answered.
The Oﬃcials explained to the Executive Team Oﬃcials about the diﬃculties of asking for such a large amount of money
and
how
itworks.
The
oﬃcials
said that when applying for a fund of this size all the boxes must be ticked.
They work oﬀ a traﬃc light system. If your application is Red, it is because not enough time and eﬀort has been put
  into the application.
 If it is Amber,

they will look at the application and highlight what more needs to be done before
it
is
submitted.
Green
means
they
will look at the application and consider it, and maybe pass it on to the next step




in the process.
  We are currently

in theRed Category, because HLF said the cost of the second survey of the Rhondda Tunnel could
notbe included

 in the ﬁrst round application and would have to be done before submission. This is a problem and
we are working hard to ﬁnd a solution. Meanwhile we will continue to work on the business plans and other things
 in readiness

 for submission

 our application. So, it is still all to play for. Let’s keep up the good work and concentrate
of
 onraising funds for our campaign.



WE MOVE AGAIN

 


 







 










It can be said that we are a victim of our own success as


we have found yet again that a move to bigger premises

wasunavoidable.
Weare extremely fortunate that THE
PENTRE
the R.T.S. with open
 LEGION has welcomed

arms and we look forward to our ﬁrst meeting there on



November
17th.

 like to thank
 the WHITE DRAGON in Treorchy
We would
for all their
 help
 inthe last
 6 months, but this move was

necessary as in the last meeting in September so many
members
(and
non-members)
 attended quite a few could
not get into the hall. It is obvious that a society such as
ours does its utmost to look after its members, and that
is exactly what we are doing here. I can imagine the
frustration if I were to travel some distance to attend a
meeting, only to ﬁnd when I arrived I could not get in.
So we now have new Headquarters (along with the
HENDREWEN in Blaencwm) that can cater for such large

numbers, I cannot see any reason for another move in the
foreseeable future. For all you members out there, thank
you for your continued support. Please keep attending
these meetings as you have done, and next time why not
bring a friend?

With 3000 plus members the R.T.S. still needs new
members as ”the bigger we are the stronger we are“. Why
not give someone a CHRISTMAS GIFT WITH A DIFFERENCE,
and make them a fully paid-up member? (it’s only a tenner
for a year!). We are making history and having a lot of fun
doing it. As our 70’s Disco night at THE PENTRE LEGION
proved such a success we were compelled to hold another
one (this time the 80’s). As this event is too near our
Magazine printing deadline, the report of this event will
be in our December edition of TUNNEL VISION.

Will you be in it?

WEARING IT WITH PRIDE

       





Be part of the ever increasing number of people sporting the RTS range of
ever increasing shirts and tee-shirts. Buy someone a nice surprise Christmas
present and support the RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY at the same time. To
place your order contact Lesley Crew of TOPSTITCH in Ystrad for details of the
full range of casual wear we have on oﬀer.

GO ON PUT A SMILE ON SOMEONE’S FACE.

Parc and Dared

With the invite to attend the Rhondda Modelling
Club’s annual open day at the Parc and Dare, the
Rhondda Tunnel Society was all set to seize the day
once again and try to pull more members into the fold.

This was an indoor event which was a lot easier to manage
in the cold, or so we thought! Our designated spot was
down through the corridor and on the right, adjacent to
the model show itself. The draught that was generated
by the corridor was enough to chill even the hardiest of
men (yes, and women too). Setting up was done the day
prior to the event and a considerable amount of space
was ﬁlled by our display / leaﬂets / the Diorama and the
‘Cog’ (Cwg) sculpture by Chris Williams of the Workshop
Gallery. This sculpture has been bought by an anonymous
member and has been given to us to use at displays.
However, the ‘Cog’ Sculpture remains the property of
the anonymous member. Attending this function was
Jim Mackey, Lesley Crew and Steve Mackey. Once again
the open day was well documented at the General
Meeting, and on our Facebook page only to be missed
by a few people again. Fran, stop reading between the
lines. LOL. Again, a very good day with our charity box
being used frequently, a little more than membership.
However, there were a few new members recruited with
a promise of more to join. I do believe that at least three
of the people who said they would join, will. Visitors to
our display were very positive about the project. Not a
single person said anything bad about the Tunnel being
opened, and that included a man who lives in
Blaencwm, he in all fairness was quite excited about the
whole idea. Jimmy (Olson) Mackey was on hand with his
camera making sure that the event was being documented
with photos for our archives. He took so many photos,
at one time I thought it was a lightning storm outside! A
packed room all day for the Modelling Club right up to
its close at around 4pm.

I hope that we are invited next year as this will be an
important time for us as we share our progress with
the people who joined and people who were just fascinated by the whole project.

My thanks to Lesley Crew, and Jim Mackey for their
help in promoting the Society once again. Please keep
your eyes peeled for our next venture. I would love
more of you to get involved in days such as these.
They are informative, and fun to attend, as Les, Jim
and I never stop laughing from the time we set up
until we pack up and head oﬀ home. Thanks to the
Parc and Dare, and of course, the Rhondda Model
Railway Club for the invite.

And to the ‘Land Army’ ( Tea and Coﬀee Girls ) for keeping
us warm once again. Oh and your food was fabulous.

Stephen Mackey

Chairman

Away Day at Gwili Railway

On October 10th, the Chairman and the Treasurer
attended an invite from the Gwili Railway to promote
the Society at their annual Open Day. It was a cold,
damp overcast old day which looked like promising
rain. The ‘gazebo’, was kindly lent to the Society by Rod
and ‘GASP’ for the day once again. Putting up the
‘gazebo’ at the Bronwydd Arms Station proved to be
funny rather than difficult. Our treasurer is a little on
the short side, shall we say and this added to the whole
experience!

‘Gazebo’ up, they went about their business promoting
the Society with various steam trains pulling in and out
of the station all day. It was certainly a day for being
wrapped up warm, but as we hadn’t prepared, the cold
became quite a factor. Teas and coffees to keep the
warm was the order of the day. Not many new members
were recruited on the day, however, it all adds to the
total membership of the society at the end of the day.

Many leaflets were distributed and stories were
swapped with the diﬀerent stallholders who were present.
The Gwili Railway has a adopted a unique way of raising
money. You could donate £2 and get a certificate saying
‘You have just bought a sleeper in support of the Society’. I don’t think for one minute £2 would buy a complete sleeper, however the contribution was made, and
maybe a lesson learned for our Society in the future.

It was time to pack away everything and head on home.
Taking down the ‘Gazebo’ proved to be as difficult as
putting it up due to the lack of height in the treasurer’s
legs department. All in all, a great day was had by the
reps of our Society. We thank them for their unwavering loyalty to The Rhondda Tunnel Society.
A big thank you to the Gwili Railway for our invite and
we hope you will extend your kindness again next year.

WE ARE ALL SET

The Society’s presence continues to grow the Stationary company SET is the latest to oﬀer it’s support to
the R.T.S. in the form of a number of prizes for our fundraising. The top prize is a day at “THE VALE GOLF
CLUB” for four people x 2.
So for all you budding “Tigers” out there keep tuned in to ﬁnd out when these fantastic prizes are going
to be “put up for grabs”.
The RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY thanks SET for these fabulous prizes and we look forward to a long and
fruitful partnership.

STEP BACK IN TIME

Having put on a 70’s-themed Disco on October 2nd
no one could have imagined what this event would
start. With a capacity crowd who danced away the
evening people were already asking “.. When is the
next one?” Or “Can we have an 80’s night next
time?” Well that is exactly what we did, and less than
two weeks after the ﬁrst 70’s Disco night, our next
event was planned and the tickets ready for “BACK
TO THE 80’s” Disco.

But why leave it all up to us? Why not tell us what
your favourite decade of pop was (or is) and we shall
do our utmost to accommodate, or at least include a
selection of the records that bring back memories of
those fabulous bygone days. Myself, I would like to
see a mixture of 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s all wrapped up
in one so everybody gets a “smattering” of what they like.

If you have any ideas, why not approach one of us
Committee members (we are a nice lot, honestly).
Obviously we have hit on something that all enjoy, so Tell us what sort of evening you would like to have,
as long as you keep supporting these events we the and we shall do our utmost to put on another show
Society will continue to put on these fantastic Disco that will get you up on the dance ﬂoor strutting your
nights.
stuﬀ.

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

me
Hi Kids. My na
Be
is Tunny. t
e.
you can’t find m

HELP SPREAD THE WORD

After reading this newsletter you can re-cycle it in a diﬀerent way. Pass it on to a friend and let them read it. Then
maybe they could be convinced to take the all-important step and join our Society which will help us to ‘make history’
in the Rhondda and Afan Valleys.

THEN AND NOW
Pictured left an unidentiﬁed Pannier replenishes its
tanks at the southern end of Treherbert Station. The
coach seems to be of “corridor” stock, most unusual
for a “valleys” train. Just look at all that railway paraphernalia, so diﬀerent to the austere surroundings
we see there today. To put a date to this I would say
mid to late 50s as compared to 2015 on the right.

It looks like a glorious day in this ﬁne shot of the
track layout outside TREHERBERT NORTH SIGNAL
BOX. One can almost hear the cracking of the expanding rails and the smell of the creosoted sleepers. The impressive T.V.R. footbridge we see
spanning the tracks was removed in the early 1980s.
Just look at the diﬀerence in these two shots taken
approximately 50 years apart.
The station sleeps at what looks around mid-day
judging by the shadows. Notice the level crossing
gates are open to the road. The station will probably
soon be awoken when the afternoon trains from
Ponty, Cardiﬀ, Barry and indeed Port Talbot and
Swansea start arriving. Or could it be a Sunday?
Today the trains arrive from one direction only, but
do seem to be very well patronised.
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