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To accomplish great things we must not






only act, but also dream; not only plan, but

also believe"
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Foreword

Ho Ho Ho, and all that jazz. Here we are again, Christmas
has come and we here at the helm of the Rhondda Tunnel
Society are steering us toward history on your behalf. This
coming year will tell how many members will stay faithful
to our cause or fall beside the wayside. Everywhere we go
people have heard of our Society and ask the most wonderful questions, and the funniest!
How long is the Tunnel? When will it open? What will it be
used for? How much will it cost? And there are the funny
ones such as ‘Are you opening both ends?’ ‘Will there be
camping allowed in the Tunnel?’ ‘Can I ride my horse/motorbike through?’ ‘Will the soot cure my asthma?’ Great
questions with only some of the answers.
As we move forward into next year the Society has acquired
a few assets which are necessary for the successful running
of our project. We have bought a new printer, as we are forever printing documents and issuing agendas and the like.
We have purchased a projector and screen, and by the time
you read this foreword, a sound system too. The items are
for the talks and presentations we do and will play a vital
part in the project’s promotion.
We have display boards too, so people can keep up with
what is going on in pictures as well as in stories and paper
snippets from various newspapers. We have charity boxes
which are being placed around the Rhondda and Afan Valleys. We also have Perspex display holders for our leaﬂets
and a wonderful (scale) model of the Blaencwm Portal
which was modelled by Nigel Broad.
We have had to supply our Executive Committee with
shirts with our logo on for corporate events to show we
are professional and not just your ‘run of the mill’ everyday group. This proved successful in the stakeholders’
meeting where quite a few of the guests said that they
had been to many of these stakeholders’ meetings, but
this one, combined with the smartness of the Executives’

attire, made it the best they had ever been to.
So, it’s in to the New Year we head, and with 15 months
under our belt we are on track with the project. I always
have to remind everyone that the task is not going to be
easy; it will not happen overnight. If we were to be given
£10,000,000 tomorrow, it would still take at least 2 to 3
years to open. To that end, we must stay focussed, tackle
the problems one by one and solve them. Then move forward slowly but surely to make sure we dot the ‘I’s’ and
cross the ‘T’s’ so we don’t have to fall back and do that particular task again owing to bad preparation.
Looking back on the last 15 months I would never have
thought that I would sit and debate with Edwina Hart, walk
the mountains of our Valleys with Michael Sheen, talked at
length with Stephen Kinnock, Bethan Jenkins, David Rees,
Leighton Andrews, Leanne Wood or Andrew R. T. Davies to
name but a few. We have done interviews with ITV, BBC,
BBC WALES, ITV WALES, S4C, HENO, NEWYDDION, GRITTY
FILMS, RADIO WALES, GTFM, SWANSEA RADIO again to
name but a few.
There are the newspapers, Mediawales. The Rhondda
Leader, The Evening Post, Pontypridd Observer, Merthyr
Gazette and even ‘The Times.’ So I ask you to go home
tonight and say to yourselves, “Well done, we’re getting
there and I’m a part of it.” May I on behalf of the Executive
Committee wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
prosperous new year. Thank you for your support. Stay with
us, we need you. I will leave you with this motto written by
Rhodri o’Neil.
‘The Rhondda Tunnel Society.’
Preserving our Past for a healthier future.

Steve Mackey
Chairman
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Full of facts,
information and photos
28 pages
Over 30 photos
Silk laminate front & back cover
Spiral-bound
Comes in plastic envelope
Cover printed on 350g board
All inside pages printed on 250g board

Only

£8

Windfarm Windfall

As a result of the members’ and enthusiastic public’s
overwhelming support for the Rhondda Tunnel Project, it
is with great delight that we can inform the people who
braved the weather on 29th November that you helped
us secure a grant of £5000 from the Treorchy Wind Fund.

We were one of only five winners in the £5000 category,
this is by far the largest grant we have secured to date,
and it is all down to you, the enthusiastic people of the
Rhondda (who were eligible to vote). Owing to the voting restrictions, only residents of Treorchy, Ynyswen and
Cwmparc qualified to vote, but we still came out as one
of the top five. I am certain that if these restrictions were
not in place a lot more of you would have shown your
support.

It is certainly reassuring to know that schemes such as
the Treorchy Wind Farm supports local community projects such as ours, and we are certainly extremely grateful
for this boost to the Society’s funds.

Food for thought - it certainly astounds me that this Society was formed to re-open this iconic masterpiece of
Victorian engineering, used by what was then one of the
simplest forms of transport, only to be supported 125
years later by the latest technical advances of today’s
modern world.
As we are nearing the end of our first calendar year, it
has certainly turned out to be very successful , encouraging and rewarding which leaves us full of optimism for
the future of the Rhondda Tunnel Project.
I would like to thank you all again for supporting us and
look forward to seeing you in our meetings in the coming
year.

THANK YOU ALL

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY
and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL.

25 years Experience in the Business

Specialists in Installation of

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Fascia • Soffits • Guttering • UPVC Repair Work
• Local Grant Work • 10yr Insurance Backed Guarantee • Certass Req. Company

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL

Tel: 01443 436577 • Mobile: 07894 750059
or view our website at www.peterfennellupvc.co.uk

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

at Unit 28 • Treorchy Industrial Estate • CF42 6EQ

Open Saturday 10.00 a.m. till 4.00 p.m.
Viewing Through the Week Available on Appointment
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As a mark of respect the evening began with a one
minute silence to pay tribute to the victims of the atrocities that had developed in Paris, France.
‘Smiles all round and all night’ is the only way to describe
our second “BACK TO ...” Disco and Quiz on November
14th as yet again people packed out the hall at the Pentre
Legion.
Compered by RTS’s own version of TIMMY MALLETT a wild
night was on the cards which started oﬀ with a Cryptic
Quiz round, then we had a Picture round, and ﬁnally a
Word Association round with the inevitable wrong or hesitant answer rewarded with a clout from the famous
“MALLETT’S MALLET”.
Well received by everyone it certainly brought the memories “ﬂooding back”. Following the Quiz the infamous
mallet was then auctioned oﬀ and was initially bought by
DEREK CHAMBERLAIN for the princely sum of £30. Derek
immediately gave back the mallet to be auctioned yet
again which raised another £21 kindly bought by Sharon
Davies of Gelli. Next to be auctioned was TIMMY MAL-

LETT’S identity card which again sold quickly for £13 but
the successful bidder handed me a £20 and commented,
“Keep the change”!!
The RTS would like to thank these people for showing such
generosity in supporting the RTS in this way. We are so
lucky to have members AND supporters of this calibre,
something the majority of societies can only dream of.
Then it was on to the dancing with music from WET WET
WET, DURAN DURAN, and LEVEL 42 getting them all up on
the dance ﬂoor and strutting their stuﬀ. The costumes
were out of this world. You could see a CABBAGE PATCH
DOLL dancing next to ADAM ANT, and even LIMAHL drinking with DAME EDNA EVERIDGE. Then of course there was
SLASH, SUPER MARIO and GLADYS PUGH, which really got
me laughing.
Once again we had another fantastic and rewarding night
for the Society and once again it was organised by our
own Lesley Crew and of course our Chairman Stephen
Mackey. Our thanks to our Vice Chairman Dave Williams
and Buddug Harries for staﬃng the door and selling our
merchandise, and everyone who helped to put this wellorganised event out to the public. And ﬁnally may I thank
Allen Jones for stepping in to take all the photographs on
the evening. A job well done, sir.
The question is now what era do we go for next ?
IT’S THE SWINGING SIXTIES !

Doesn’t Time Fly?

FIFTY THREE YEARS AGO, ON SATURDAY DECEMBER 1, 1962, the
last train left Swansea High Street Station to travel to Treherbert, a journey making its way under a 900 feet high mountain in a tunnel almost two miles long, on the railway line built
by The Rhondda and Swansea Bay Railway Company.
In its early years the Company had its own line from the junction between Treherbert and Blaenrhondda in the coalﬁeld
down to Swansea and its docks on the coast. A number of
changes of route were made, especially following the amalgamation into the GWR in 1920s. The Jersey Marine line was lost
as the line was diverted to the Briton Ferry line. This was a big
loss to the summer seaside day-trippers from the Rhondda and
the Afan Valleys who enjoyed the beach at Jersey Marine as a
change from Aberavon. Later, the line from Briton Ferry was directed on to the Main line and into Swansea High Street.
Despite these changes the line remained more or less intact
from Briton Ferry to Treherbert, including its masterpiece of





   
          
       
           


  
  








  
   
    
   
   

 
 
  












 
 
 

 

      
       

     
  





    
   

 
 

 
   
   


       

     
   




  

 

 

                        
                   
     

       
 
      
 
 

   

 





   
  
 


       

 




   



 


      
    
     




   
    
           

 
  





    

   


  

 
  

 
  

            
                        
  


     

    

    
     
         
       
   






 
              
       
      
   








      
    
     
      

          
      
 
 





  
  
  

Victorian engineering, THE RHONDDA TUNNEL, until the early
1960s when moves were made to close The Rhondda &
Swansea Bay Railway completely. The ﬁrst stage was the closure
the Afan Valley section, the Transport Users’ Consultative Committee having decided that the Bwlch-y-Clawdd Pass was an unsatisfactory alternative means of communication.
The Tunnel remained as part of a much longer route from
Swansea via the main line to Bridgend and then the Llynﬁ Valley
line through Maesteg and another tunnel to reach Cymmer
Afan to join the surviving ﬁve miles of The Rhondda and
Swansea Bay Railway. In 1968 the line was closed completely,
the entrances to the tunnel were bricked up, and later the cuttings leading to the entrances were ﬁlled in.
THE RHONDDA TUNNEL REMAINED ONLY A MEMORY UNTIL
2014… over to you, THE RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY.
Many thanks to SHEILA JEWELL for providing us with this insight
from the past.

        
       
        




 

  

 




 

 

  
 






 



  
   

     
  
  
    

ASDA TOKEN AWARDS

Just over two weeks ago the Rhondda Tunnel Society was
asked to attend the Asda store in Tonypandy. Lesley Crew
and the Chairman Steve Mackey went down and met Mrs.
Karen Thomas who was presented the Society with a
Cheque for £200.

The cheque was awarded for winning the ‘Green
Token Appeal’ that had been held over the previous
month or so.

It was clear from the start that the Society would be popular with the cusomers and within a week or so saw the
token box well ahead.

AN EDITOR’S APOLOGY

During the following weeks the tokens had all but
disappeared from the counters and till, there were no
more tokens in the store.

The Chairman accepted the Cheque on behalf of the
society and the delight was writen all over his face.

Then came the bombshell. He was then told that the society
had also won the Carrier Bag appeal from the same
company. So he also collected another Cheque for £2000.
To win £7,200 in a week is showing the way forward and
we hope that there will be more on the horizon.

I would like to put right a mistake made in the November edition of our TUNNEL VISION. On the front cover and again
in the article itself I referred to our meeting at the AFAN ARGOED centre as a “SHAREHOLDERS” meeting. This of
course should have read “STAKEHOLDERS” I sincerely apologise for any confusion caused.
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‘RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY’

at the PENTRE LEGION
on SATURDAY, 23rd JANUARY, 2016
7.00pm

DRAW
PRIZES

Tickets £5.00
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Tickets available from:
Behind the bar at ‘THE PENTRE LEGION’
CAXTON PRESS, rear of Super Drug, Treorchy
or Telephone – LESLEY CREW: 01443 423336 • STEVE MACKEY 01443 777200

if yo

For more informa)on on this event or ‘The Rhondda Tunnel Society’ please check us out online at
www.rhonddatunnelsociety.co.uk • Find us on Facebook • or Follow us on Twi*er

