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To accomplish great things we must not
only act, but also dream; not only plan, but
also believe" …. Anatole France.
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Society Adds to Its Assets

Foreword

Sitting at my computer desk the other day - in fact it was Christmas
Day - taking a break from the festive season for a moment, I found
myself thinking of what I’m going to do with my time when the Tunnel is ﬁnally open. So I asked my wife, “Trish, what am I going to do
with my spare time when the Tunnel is open?” Just as I thought,
the answer came back swiftly. “The garden, the patio, your shed,
the kitchen drawer!” I said, “OK, OK, I only asked.” It was then that
I realised how involved I am with a project that has taken over my
life. This is not a complaint of course; it is, in fact, an honour.

After the barrage of things for me to do when we reach our goal
stopped, I sat there and thought about the others - Rod (ViceChair), Dave (Vice-Chair), John Denton (Membership Secretary),
Lesley Crew (Treasurer), Sue Warren (Secretary), Will Jones, Jane
Jones, Jonathan Davies, Shawn Stevens, Debra White and of course
our own ‘Jimmy Olson’, Jimmy Mackey. And along the way we have
had a few Committee members who had to pull out of the Committee for various reasons; our Rob Cullen due to ill-health and the
great Bernard Miche who has taken a step back, but not left us.
This goes for Buddug as well. Let’s hope that in the not-too-distant
future they may ﬁnd the time to take oﬀ their slippers and step
back into their rôles full-time.

You do not know how much the project aﬀects us, especially people like Lesley, Jimmy and John Denton. Many a night I have had
‘late phone calls’ from Mr Denton, and many a time I told him the
following day, “This is no good, I need some time to myself. Don’t
call me after 10!” We now understand each other, but still we have
been communicating by private message well into the early hours
of the morning regarding Tunnel business. The newsletter is a big
worry, a big headache, and a huge task to put together every
month. I doﬀ my hat to my big brother who does a sterling job each
month. I know how much time he spends on his job as the Editor.
It’s a tremendous amount, and I’m sure a few ‘sharp words’ from
his long-suﬀering wife occur now and then as well. But his dedication for perfection could be seen every Sunday night at my house
at 6pm, where he will go through the newsletter story by story to
see if I think it’s right. Why on earth he wants my input I really
don’t know. I do look forward to the day when he surprises me
with the completed article, where I can sit down and read it and
enjoy it as well.

If you have a story to tell that you would like to be included in the
newsletter, you can contact any one of us and we will pass it on to
Jim. It doesn’t have to be perfect, just put it down on paper or
email it to us, it would be a great help. So, there you have it, another year stretches out before us. A year closer to our goal. I
would like you to make a New Year’s resolution. Get someone to
join. I know I keep harping on about the same old thing but it is
important. Let’s give you a simple example of what I mean. Out of
3,176 people on our Facebook page there are about 1,000 paidup members. 1000 X £10 is of course £10,000, which helps keep
our campaign on track and keeps us up there in the public eye etc.
That is of course if everyone renews their membership.
Now, imagine everyone on our Facebook page becoming members.
That would provide £31,760. That is a remarkable diﬀerence! We’d
be very much closer to our goal so much quicker. So please, to shut
me up, get someone to join this year.

Finally, I sometimes ﬁnd myself battling with my wits, especially
when an email comes through with a little negative spin on it, or a
phone call that didn’t go that well. Then you meet people like Dr
Gabrielle Torkington, and you are instantly restored with faith and
fervour for the project. So I say, “Keep the faith, keep believing and
keep supporting us”. We are getting there. And if you start to lose
a little faith, just remember these wonderful words.

‘When you walk through a storm, hold your head up high, and
don’t be afraid of the dark. At the end of the storm, there’s a
golden sky, with the sweet silver song of a lark. Walk on through
the wind, walk on through the rain, though your dreams be tossed
and blown. Walk on, walk on with hope in your heart, and you’ll
never walk alone. You’ll never walk alone.’ Happy New Year.

Steve Mackey
Chairman
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Full of facts,
information and photos
28 pages
Over 30 photos
Silk laminate front & back cover
Spiral-bound
Comes in plastic envelope
Cover printed on 350g board
All inside pages printed on 250g board

Only

£8

SUSTRANS RELEASES FAVOURABLE REPORT

What better timing to receive such a comprehensive and
positive report as we, the RTS, enter our second full year?
The report released to us on 16 December certainly makes
fascinating reading and I would recommend all members
to take a look and digest what is included. Every page I
read brought home the fact that this has now become
very much a reality as the ﬁrst of many further surveys
that are planned taking this project forward.
Our ﬁrst objective is the procurement of a two-part Bat
Survey to be carried out imminently, as this is a legal requirement needed as part of the ecological impact concerning wildlife and the like. The ﬁrst survey to be carried
out by February is a Bat Hibernation Survey, to be followed by a Bat Immigration Survey in September. We are
at present in talks with various companies who have expressed an interest in carrying out these surveys, and the
Society will inform everyone when a company has been
selected to carry out these duties.
As you read through the 49-page report it is certainly invigorating to read statements such as, “ ….. signiﬁcant potential for the Rhondda Tunnel to bring considerable
economic beneﬁts to the local area”. Businesses to gain
from our venture when the Tunnel is eventually opened

will be B & B’s, cafés and cycle shops, to name but a few.
There will be of course new businesses brought to both
of these valleys (Rhondda and Afan) involving tourism,
sporting events and other outdoor activities. The Tunnel
will become a focal point for history, geography and sustainable transport for the local schools and certainly from
schools further aﬁeld.

We are now at a very crucial but exciting time in the RTS’s
short history. It is the time for everyone to get on board
with this project as we once again start moving forward
at an ever-increasing pace, and show the public and authorities alike of our determination and resolve to bring
this mammoth task to its fruition.

The year 2015 saw us surpass our wildest expectations as
to what could be achieved in one year, and looking forward we expect 2016 to bring even more challenges with
even greater results. So to help the Society along why
can’t every one of us existing members do our utmost to
recruit at least another one new member to increase our
already impressive membership, and bring the second
longest walkway and cycle path IN THE WORLD to its earliest possible completion?

2RI
QL'
G
7*RDUENU
 






RID&
 





 
  FRP



 

 
  + HQG
,W
LV
Y
HU
\





R
I
R
 
  


 WLQJX
SI
UR
R
LGE
 


WKDU
*
ERU
 






Z RUO
 





 
  FRP S
2 Q'



 

 
  : LWK
7,W
RL
UV
NL
G




RRK
II
H
DRO
P
&

X
 
  



Z
HR
F
+
Q
GD
SH
U
E
 


W
UV
Y
H
\
X
L
WR
KU
RH
0
D
U
F
I
Above: Dr. Gabrielle Torkington (RCT, pictured second left) and Mr Tony Moon (Sustrans, W
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH WALES TO CREATE CGI 
PROMOTIONAL FILM OF THE RHONDDA TUNNEL 

On December 22nd members of the Committee met with
Dr Gabrielle Torkington of the .....RCT .....to take the first
steps into the production of a CGI promotional film. Taking place at the RTS Headquarters in the Hendrewen
Hotel Blaencwm the meeting quickly turned out to be
very involved and enthusiastic with practically everyone
present put-ting forward their ideas as to what the film
should contain. A number of ideas were “taken on board”
but predominantly we all felt that Gabrielle could lead us
down the best path as to its final content and composition.
I t i s d i f f i c u l t fo r s o m e p e o p l e to i m a g i n e w h at t h e
“finished product” of our Tunnel would look like, and this
exercise would address that problem as we take a glimpse
of what it will be like to walk or cycle through the second
longest tunnel walkway and cycle path in the world.

With technology today and the use of “drones” (airborne
cameras) and “helmet cameras” and the expertise of up
to eight dedicated students, we can expect a film of the
highest quality and eagerly look forward to seeing the
final result which should be around the beginning of
March 2016.
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Also attending was Mr Tony Moon from Sustrans who is
currently looking into a number of proposed routes that
will lead from the Blaencwm tunnel portal and link up
with Treherbert Railway Station.

With this being one of the shortest meetings I have
attended ( just over one and a half hours ), I left the
meeting feeling so full of optimism that if I had had a
shovel with me at that precise moment I would have gone
up to the tunnel site and started digging it out myself!

So hold on to your hats everyone

Above: Our Chairman Stephen Mackey in discussion with Dr. Gabrielle Torkington,
Bethan Jenkins AM and three other representatives again at the Shareholders meeting
held at the Afan Visitors Centre in October last year.
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• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Fascia • Soffits • Guttering • UPVC Repair Work
• Local Grant Work • 10yr Insurance Backed Guarantee • Certass Req. Company

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL

Tel: 01443 436577 • Mobile: 07894 750059
or view our website at www.peterfennellupvc.co.uk

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

at Unit 28 • Treorchy Industrial Estate • CF42 6EQ

Open Saturday 10.00 a.m. till 4.00 p.m.
Viewing Through the Week Available on Appointment
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ONWARD AND UPWARD
It is with great delight that we can
inform everyone that in the last
fe w d ay s M r J o h n D e n t o n
has been relocated to an alternative position.
With the vast amount of paperwork now involved in the day to
day running of our Society, and
the need to liaise with many diﬀerent oﬃcials in various public sectors, John has agreed to take on a
new role. With an ever increasing
workload it has become necessary
for him to stand down from his previous post o f “Membership Renewal Secretary” to concentrate on

the legal side of this Society’s project and keep it “heading in the
right direction”. Attending our ﬁrst
ever meeting in the RAFA pub some
16 months ago, John was one of
just ﬁfteen people who attended
that evening and has been an avid
supporter of this project from it’s
outset. I must admit that I ﬁnd this
side of “our project” very trying
(even baffling) and realise that this
post is only to be handled by someone who can “give his all”. So
John.......
.............. It’s over to you.

RTS SEEKS WELSH GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP
OF RHONDDA TUNNEL

Over the last few weeks Mr John Denton has been in
communication with Mr Leighton Rees MP to pursue a
“change of ownership” for the Rhondda Tunnel. The tunnel is presently owned by The Highways Agency England
and with our project advancing at such a pace, it is now
necessary for this change of ownership to be transferred
to the Welsh Government at the earliest possible date.
Mr Denton has asked for Mrs Edwina Hart to be made
aware of this vital step that needs to be taken and

brought to conclusion at its earliest possible date.
By gaining Welsh Government ownership it will assist us
(RTS) in our continuing quest of seeking out diﬀerent
funding streams and the success of such applications. As
many of you are aware we have secured in the past two
months a total of £2200 from ASDA’S and £5000 from the
Treorchy Wind Fund . Further applications are in place,
and if and when they turn out to be successful we will inform everyone at our earliest opportunity.

46 ALEXANDRA ROAD, GELLI
RHONDDA CYNON TAFF, CF41 7NN

Cheeky
Chops
DOG GROOMERS
Hair cuts to British Standards
or Owners request

Tel: 01443 430677

A Look Back at 2015
After just three months into the year our Executive Committee found themselves attending a meeting at the SENEDD
in Cardiﬀ for a meeting with Welsh Minister of Transport Mrs Edwina Hart. This was the start of bigger things to
come!

I am conﬁdent that everyone will recognise these shots. It is of course the three day tunnel inspection that took place
on April 15th 16th and 17th. Even though it was April the weather was SCORCHING. The tunnel site was to be visited
by numerous celebrities throughout the year and the centre photograph shows our chairman posing for the camera
with radio presenter Roy Noble and his assistant.

Above we can see images of our ﬁrst ever fund raising event which was held in the Phoenix Theatre Ton Pentre again
in April. This turned out to be a very successful evening which was headed by Connor Henryk Fogel with his three
other accompanying artists. The Society has since gone on to have several fundraising events which has also been
very very successful, and we thank Connor for supporting the RTS, and for entertaining us in such a professional way.

These pictures show the unveiling ceremony at Treherbert Station 19th May last, and just look at the weather yet
again. This event was once again attended by a very large and enthusiastic crowd but, so very nearly did not happen
at all. See June 2015 edition of TUNNEL VISION for full story.

Hollywood came to the Rhondda and Afan valleys on July 31st as Michael Sheen paid us the honour of visiting BOTH
tunnel sites as part of a very busy schedule before his return to the USA. Brought up in Port Talbot he is no stranger
to the valleys and whilst at the site of the Blaencwm portal commented on the scenery as being like “..a Welsh Switzerland”. Mr Sheen showed a very keen interest in our project and requested that he would very much like to be kept
updated as to the progress of Rhondda Tunnel Society.

. . . .and other distinguished guests that has visited the Tunnel sites

Plaid Cymru’s Mrs Leanne Wood (above) visits the Blaencwm portal site on April 4th. Then back to the “HENDREWEN”
for hot coﬀee and nibblies.

Being a driving force behind this project since the Society attended the Senedd in Cardiﬀ, Mrs Edwina Hart, Welsh
Minister of Transport, went to the tunnel site on 19th October. It was on this occasion that Mrs Hart stated “...to
have a successful and sustainable tourist attraction you must have something diﬀerent, and that is exactly what you
have here”. Stirring words indeed.

Above we can see more prominent people who have given their support to the RTS. They include :Leighton Andrews AM, Bethan Jenkins AM, Leanne Wood AM, David Rees AM, Geraint Davies,

SOCIETY
ADDS TO
IT’S ASSETS

Following our successful application to ASDA’s Carrier Bag Fund to
which we received £2000, the Society has purchased a new projector and sound system. These items will become invaluable when
used to further promote the RTS as we continue to attend more and
more events “spreading the word”. In the future we will now be able
to run promotional videos such as the imminent CGI video (see page
4 ) currently being compiled by Swansea University, at outdoor venues such as football fields, cricket fields and car parks etc.etc.

These items were purchased from the funds as it was a rule stipulated in the application as to what we needed the funds for. Already
set up, tried and tested by our webmaster Mr Shawn Stevens, the
equipment needless to say performed brilliantly and I for one cannot wait to get out in the middle of another cricket field and “LET
RIP”.

As we can see left when the Society goes to mingle with the public
we do attempt to put on a most professional look such as the event
last July but until now have been unable to show any promotional
videos or films. Our next open air event will be totally different with
this equipment and look forward to giving the public a much better
“vision” of what the completed project will probably look like.

THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

With such a landmark literally on our “front doors” I think
by now practically everyone can see what an attraction
this will be for the people of the Rhondda and Afan Valleys, and that is practically two miles of Victorian Engineering at its best. But among the crowds of cyclists and
ramblers, I ask myself this “What of the people who are
unable to walk the length of this tunnel, but would still
like to see the inside of this magniﬁcent structure ”? Let
us not forget that not everyone needs, or indeed has the
luxury of a mobility scooter as they perhaps are capable
of walking short distances. But to get to Blaengwyn-ﬁ and
back involves a walk of no less than 4 MILES! That would
be a good day’s exercise for a relatively ﬁt person to take
on! Also we should not forget that plans are being talked
about for museums, restaurants, cycle hire, amusements
and who knows what else at both ends of the tunnel.
Therefore it is not just a case of coming to the tunnel to
just “take a peek”, as we know people will want to travel
its length and perhaps spend a few hours “over the other
valley”. Below is just a few of the specialist vehicles we
could use that will enable every person to take the “JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME”.
When all the planning and construction work is ﬁnally
completed we have to have in place a “timetable” for the
electric carts that will travel back and forth through the
tunnel (depending on demand). Bearing in mind that
many factors of Health and Safety will have to be addressed, let us assume that a speed limit of 6 miles per
hour is set. This would mean that a “tunnel– bus” journey

would take 20 minutes to reach the other end, and owing
to the width restriction (don’t forget this tunnel is only
about 14 feet wide), so a strict “one way at a time” rule
would have to be implemented so as to avoid two cars
meeting in the tunnel. The obvious way is to have a onehourly direction of travel e.g.:9.00 a.m — 10.00 a.m Blaencwm to Blaengwynﬁ.
10.00 a.m. —- 11.00 a.m. Blaengwynﬁ to Blaencwm, etc.

A twenty minute interval between each “bus” departure
will ensure that there is no more than one vehicle in the
tunnel at any one time, further enhancing the safety aspect of the operation.
I know there will be a number of people out there thinking that we are getting ahead of ourselves, but this is just
an idea, an idea that will have to be discussed, assessed
and let us hope executed. Needless to say there will be
many many more ideas and suggestions put “on the
table” and each one will be judged on it’s merit.
Do you have any ideas as to what could enhance the success of this project?
Why not give it some thought and bring your ideas to the
attention of the Committee? Don’t forget you could think
of something that could be a tremendous boost for this
project that the Committee or other members have not
thought of !

THE NEW FUNDING SUB COMMITTEE

Formed just two months ago, this “arm” of our Committee was set up to pursue all possible new funding streams
which entails a very high and exhausting amount of paperwork and communication. To this end we welcome on board
Mrs Deborah White who has taken charge of this branch of our Committee and assisting her will be Lesley Crew, who
together will seek out and apply to, the various bodies and hopefully secure more funding for the Society.

RARE, MEDIUM, and WELL DONE

This being a RARE occurrence for me at least, I must say
that December 17th saw Lyndsay Shankland Psychic
Medium attract-ing a very supportive crowd . With approximately one hundred and twenty ﬁve people attending, this lady certainly lived up to ex-pectations at yet
another of our fundraising events. Many of the audience
were thrilled, overwhelmed and left emotionally drained
after receiving messages from loved ones “on the other
side”.
One young lady Jordan Miller received a poignant message from her dad Stewart. A keen cyclist himself Stewart
passed away whilst doing a Charity Cycle ride from Lands

End to John o Groats. I am certain that he would have
loved our project, and our thanks goes to Jordan and her
friends for supporting our cause.
The evening raised a total of £483 from ticket sales and a
game of “HEADS and TAILS”. No doubt we shall have another Lyndsay Shankland event later this year.
Also as part of the evening the winners of our Christmas
Raﬄe were drawn. (see story below)
WELL DONE EVERYONE and THANK YOU
LESLEY CREW (Fundraiser and Treasurer RTS)

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DRAW 2015

Our ﬁrst ever Christmas Raﬄe was needless to say a resounding success raising £3720 to give our Society’s funds a
massive boost. The draw took place at our last fundraising event (see story above) and the winner of the HEADS and
TAILS game was asked to draw out the winning ticket, after which a diﬀerent person from a diﬀerent tables was chosen
for every other prize winning ticket. The winning numbers were:
Name of Winner

Ticket Number

Prize

DAVID JONES
DEBORAH WHITE
D.V. FACKREL
ANN REES
WAYNE HARRY
GILL DAVIES

07697
00013
05276
05411
06827
07062

£100
£20
£20
£20
£20
£20

Some of the prize money was kindly donated
back to the Society.

Kaci Jones our “drawmaster” poses for our
camera.

The RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY would like to thank everyone who distributed,
bought, and collected all the raﬄe tickets as this was a MAMMOTH task which
proved very much a success thanks to these people’s hard work.

The Treorchy Wind Fund
Winners Presentation

On the 15th of January the Chairman and Treasurer along
with Jonathan Davies attended the presentation night
which was being held by the Treorchy windfarm trust.
The event saw all the winners from last year tell their stories of how and where the money was spent from 2015’s
Fund. At the presentation was Leighton Andrews AM ,
whilst Leanne Wood AM gave out the cheques to this
years winners. The evening started for prizes of £500

pounds all the way up to the big winners of £5000.

Of course we the Rhondda Tunnel Society were lucky
enough to be in that category and once again with pride,
the Chairman accepted the cheque on our behalf. It's
going to be a long and hard slog this year, in fact it will
be a lot harder than this year. However, we'll keep our
spirits high and look forward to the future.

AVAILABLE FOR
APPOINTMENTS

EVENING & WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

CONTACTABLE FROM
8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m.
Everyday

ALL VIEWINGS
ACCOMPANIED!

ESTATE AGENCY • SALES • LETTINGS • MANAGEMENT
AN INNOVATIVE AND MODERN ESTATE AGENCY

TELEPHONE: CLARE ON 01443 30 31 30 / 07790 59 60 61

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FEES: 1% OF THE SELLING PRICE (NO VAT) SUBJECT TO A MINIMUM FEE OF £1000

www.jtpropertymatters.co.uk • Email: agents@jtpropertymatters.co.uk

JT PROPERTYMATTERS

FIND US ON

@JTPROPERTYMATE

199 HIGH STREET • TREORCHY • RHONDDA • CF42 6NU

