Tunnel

“To accomplish great things we must not only act, but also
dream; not only plan, but also believe" …. Anatole France.
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Foreword

We are extremely pleased to inform you that the Society is moving into another exciting part of the project,
that of acquiring our own premises. We have thought
long and hard about this and have come to the conclusion that it would be in our best interest to have an oﬃcial base to work from where we can sell our
merchandise and other bespoke items to oﬀset the
costs of the shop. Clearly there are many advantages
to being able to do our day-to-day work of running the
Society from a central HQ.
We will of course be looking for volunteers to help run
the shop, so once we are up and running you will all
have the chance to physically help us. It certainly will
be a big leap forward which will mean a lot more work
for all of us.
On the ﬂip side of the coin, the Executive Committee
attended a meeting with Welsh Government Oﬃcers
(there were no AM’s or politicians in attendance) to discuss diﬀerent aspects of the project. As there was no
Government formed at the time of the meeting, the
issue of ownership of the Tunnel was discussed only
brieﬂy. We will have to wait for the next meeting to discuss it in detail.
The latest phase of Tunnel entries will take place on 10
June to retrieve the bat monitors. All signs at the moment point to the conclusion that there are no bats
present in the Tunnel. Joining the team this time will
be Jonathan Davies who is the Proprietor of Caxton
Press, as well as being on the Executive Committee of
the Society. With all the tasks that need to be carried
out his extra pair of hands will be more than welcome.

The special oﬀer seems to have attracted more members and we now ﬁnd ourselves with only 20 oﬀers, yes
only 20, left at the time of going to press. We are hoping to run a trip to the Two Tunnels (Bath) in the summer (pending interest). I strongly recommend the visit
as it will blow your mind and put you in a wonderful
frame of mind regarding our Tunnel.

As a non-political Society, I think it is only right to thank
Leighton Andrews for all his help regarding our project
during the time he was in oﬃce. We hope you will continue your support as a member of the Society, Mr Andrews.

Lesley (Treasurer), Jimmy (Editor) and I were asked to
attend Treorchy Primary School to see the children’s
work on The Rhondda Tunnel which was truly wonderful. You children are an inspiration to us all.

There have been a few thoughts on a ‘Children’s Tunnel
Club’. We will bring you more on that when we discuss
it. Maybe a contribution of thoughts from yourselves
regarding this could help guide us!

Well, that’s it from me this month. Please remember,
if you have anything you think could be of interest for
the magazine, be it a story from your past, or just a
question you would like answered, please email Jim
(tjm6869@hotmail.co.uk). I know he would be very
grateful for your contribution.
Thank you all for your continued support.

Steve Mackey
Chairman

NEW BASE OF OPERATIONS

For many months we have tried unsuccessfully to acquire our own premises, but we can at last celebrate the fact
that we have now succeeded. These premises are situated next door to the ﬁsh and chip opposite the Parc and Dare
Theatre, and have recently been used by Plaid Cymru for their campaign headquarters leading up to the recent elections. Our Chairman, Stephen Mackey, after receiving conﬁrmation at 9.15pm on Friday 13 May stated, “We can at
last be out amongst the people every day, and I for one am certain that this will add a great boost to the Society’s future, and will undoubtedly also add to the Society’s public proﬁle.” These premises will enable the Committee to
function in a much more eﬃcient way, something that we have not experienced since we formed in September 2014.
We also have plans to have a second-hand section in the shop which will be dedicated to raising further funds, enabling
our Society to continue to function in the way we have done in the past. Anyone wishing to contribute items can
drop them oﬀ at the shop when we have moved in and the shop is open to the public.

It’s Bath Time
A beautiful sunny day welcomed us as a number of our committee descended on the beautiful town of Bath on 23 April.
Following our arrival at our pre-arranged meeting place (The
Bear Hotel) and a quick lunch we all set out on what was to be
a very exciting and stimulating experience. Meeting us there
was Sustrans member Mr Gwyn Smith, who took us to the former track-bed of the wonderful S&D Railway and ﬁlled us in
with the history of the ‘Two Tunnels’ project. When I looked
at the portal of the ﬁrst tunnel (the Devonshire Tunnel) I was
struck by its relatively small bore, and my thoughts immediately went to the engine crews of the steam locomotives that
worked over this tortuous route. Comparing this tunnel with
our Rhondda Tunnel I would not be at all surprised if the train,
on emerging from this tunnel, made a sound like a cork being
pulled from a bottle, such was its restrictive bore. Anyway after
a few minutes, and a short ‘dos and don’ts’ of the tunnel guidelines, we entered the tunnel and were soon lost in a world of
engineering from the past, and indeed the present. It was
everything I had expected it to be and more, with a billiard
table ﬁnish to the cycle path, and the lighting which, although
subdued, was more than adequate to reassure even the most
apprehensive of cyclists and walkers. It really is astounding to
see the number of people who travel this tunnel, with dogwalkers, cyclists, joggers and even shoppers passing us every
few seconds. This ﬁrst tunnel was only 400 metres long and we
covered it in about ten minutes. When we emerged once again
into the daylight amongst some heavy woodland where the
birds were singing we sensed that ‘all was right with the world’.
After a short walk we came to the second tunnel (the Combe
Down Tunnel), this being some 1670 metres long and obviously
the more striking of the two. We walked a couple of hundred
yards on a gentle right-hand curve and the tunnel then straightened out where we could see the lights disappearing into the
distance. What an outstanding sight! We continued ever onwards, and around the mid-section of the tunnel we were surprisingly soothed by music and beautiful ornate lighting in the
‘refuges’ of the tunnel walls. All this time the passing of people

was relentless. One family of cyclists really had me laughing as
the mother led the way, followed by what must have been
their teenage daughter, and dad (who was puﬃng quite a bit)
bringing up the rear with the youngest member (possibly 3
years old) being towed with her feet oﬀ the pedals and chuckling to herself as they rode into the distance.

Eventually we emerged from the tunnel to be greeted by two
steep embankments and wonderful woodland, and again the
sound of birds singing their hearts out as if it were a personal
welcome for our group. Making use of one of the picnic tables
we sat and chatted for quite some time before setting oﬀ back
through the tunnels and to our cars for the journey home.

What has been achieved here at Bath is nothing less than astounding, and one can imagine just what it will be like when
our Tunnel re-opens. I for one can certainly see why this is
probably going to be the number one item on every outdoor
person’s bucket-list. So for all you cyclists, hikers, explorers,
members and non-members out there, please continue to support our many fundraising events as we work towards our ultimate goal, that of having a world-wide tourist attraction on
our doorstep which will be second-to-none, and will once again
bring prosperity to the Afan and Rhondda Valleys.
Members who attended were Steve Mackey (Chairman), Rod
Macintyre (Vice-chairman, Blaengwynﬁ), Debra White (Grant
application manager / funding), Jim Maggs, David Newton,
Jonathan Davies and family, Tony Moon (Committee members),
Brian Williams and myself, Jim Mackey (Magazine Editor).
Our thanks go to Gwyn Smith of Sustrans who kindly made
himself available for our visit, and of course to The Bear Hotel
for the luncheon and for allowing us the use of their car park.

A future visit is to be planned and we will let everyone know
when this is going to take place. Why not join us and see the
end result of this amazing project and experience ﬁrst-hand
what our Tunnel could probably look like when completed?

A FABULOUS BAVARIAN EVENING

‘A night with a diﬀerence’ is the only way to describe our Bavarian Night which took place at our Headquarters in the Pentre
Hotel on 6 May. From the outset the audience participated in an evening of the traditional “Stand up, sit down, to the left, to
the right” scenario, and once again the laughter never stopped. A number of guests turned up in the traditional lederhosen
and feathered caps which really helped people get in the mood.
Halfway through the ﬁrst half of the evening six people were chosen to enter a yodelling competition, and all I can say is that
they were all of varied talents. During the second session of the evening practically everyone joined in the conga line which ran
right through aisles of chairs (not everyone keeping up). Our traditional raﬄe took place where the ﬁrst prize was a meal for
two at the recently-refurbished Greenﬁeld Hotel. Several smaller prizes were won and all prizes were claimed.
We would like to thank Lesley Crew for organising another fun-ﬁlled evening. Already we are planning our next event which
will hopefully be a live band. Please keep in touch with us on Facebook or pop into our new Headquarters at Station Rd in Treorchy to ﬁnd out the date of our next event which should be some time July.
We would like to thank all those who attended and continue to support the Rhondda Tunnel Society. For those of you who still
have not experienced an RTS evening, why not come along to the next event, and see what you have been missing?

“FROM LITTLE ACORNS.......”

Over the past few months a number of schools in the Rhondda Valleys have got together to work on a new school project featuring
the Rhondda Tunnel.
Treorchy Primary School, Penyrenglyn Community Primary School, Ton Pentre Infant School and Bodringallt Primary School have all
come together to amass a most heart-warming insight into the re-opening of this amazing structure.
After arriving at Treorchy Primary School on 20 May, Stephen, Lesley and I (Jim) were taken to a room where the results of the pupils’
work were on display. I can honestly say I did not know where to start, as there were photographs, books, letters, poems and models,
all about the Tunnel itself, ranging from its construction and use, right through to its closure and eventual removal from the rural landscape.
Looking around the room we felt impelled to read some of the poems and letters which were proudly on display. It certainly lifted
our spirits to realise that this project inspires our younger generation to become involved in the rebirth of something that was ‘destroyed’ long before they were even born. As we examined all the articles there I wondered to myself just how many of these pupils
had even seen a steam locomotive in real life. Included here are some of the photographs taken that day to show the amount of
insight and imagination that has gone into producing these remarkable models, poems and letters.
Also pictured with a few of the many pupils are the teachers who worked
on this project which, as we can all see, has produced these fantastic results.
From left to right they are: Louise Reynolds (Headteacher), Debbie Jordan,
Rhiannon Mellor, Lauren Hathway, Alex Pugsley and Edd Sprague. I am certain that they are very proud of what has been achieved, and rightly so, as
it is these children who will in years to come be saying to THEIR children,
“When I was in school we did a project on the Rhondda Tunnel.”
The Rhondda Tunnel Society Committee would like to thank all the parents,
children and teachers, and indeed everyone involved in taking this project
to the schools and making it such a resounding success.
Well done, everyone, and thank you.

RTS MEETS WITH WELSH GOVERNMENT

A new chapter in our Society’s short history happened on
11 May when a number of the Executive Committee met
with representatives of the Welsh Government who promote Active Travel, to discuss the ongoing plans for the
Rhondda Tunnel Project.
The meeting started at 11.00 am at the Welsh Government Buildings in Cardiﬀ where we were all introduced to
one another. Representing HEHRE ( Highways England Historical Railway Estates) were Dave Parker and Lee Holland,
with the RTS being represented by Stephen Mackey
(Chairman), Rod Macintyre (Vice Chairman, Blaengwynﬁ),
Lesley Crew (Treasurer and Events Organiser) and yours
truly, Jim Mackey (Tunnel Magazine Editor).
The ﬁrst item on the agenda was to update everyone on
where we are at present regarding the Active Travel Act
(promoting walking and cycling) with maps of the Cycle
Network in Cardiﬀ and the surrounding valleys. This led
to a discussion on the linking up of the Rhondda Tunnel’s
Blaencwm portal with Treherbert Station which comes
under the heading of NCN 882. Several viable routes were
discussed and will be addressed further in the near future
as Tony Moon (Sustrans volunteer and RTS Committee
member) continues to work on this project.
Matters then turned to our second Tunnel survey which
up until that morning we - the Committee - thought would
mean excavation of both of the Tunnel’s portals to allow
access for the vehicles carrying the GPR equipment. It was
pointed out to us by Lee Holland and his associate Dave
Parker, however, that that level of examination was
deemed unnecessary at this stage, and a far simpler and
vastly cheaper method should suﬃce. The method proposed to us was that of a ‘tapping survey’ which could be
carried out by three or four men, taking just one or maybe
two days, which will ultimately save the Society a lot of

time and money. Whether or not this would be acceptable
as a second survey has yet to be conﬁrmed. I cannot describe to all you members and supporters the look of
amazement on all of our RTS Committee’s faces, Rod’s in
particular, on hearing this.
Other things on the agenda were discussed, one being the
last 100 yards of the Tunnel on the Blaengwynﬁ side, and
the method in which it was ﬁlled in. It seems that the
earth used for ﬁlling in the portal was bulldozed just inside
the portal itself, and not for the full 100 yards or so to the
breeze block wall which we have seen in recent photographs. This again is another big plus when it comes to
digging the spoil back out of the Tunnel when we eventually require access from the western portal. With the ownership of the land on the Blaencwm side being amicably
resolved, the Society can now concentrate on future funding applications once RCT ﬁnally takes ownership of the
Tunnel itself which, up until now, has proved to be a real
stumbling block.
The meeting closed at 12.50 after which we made our way
back to our cars and home. We came away from this
meeting achieving much more than we had anticipated,
knowing a very busy few months lie ahead of us. We will
keep you all informed as to the results of our eﬀorts and
ask of you just one thing, and that is to keep supporting
this fantastic project as you have done so up to now. Just
remember - it is you, the members, who keep this Society
functioning, and together we can make a diﬀerence to so
many people’s lives by enticing them out into the splendid
surroundings and scenery that even our own world-famous actor, the late great Richard Burton, once described
as ‘Little Switzerland’.
So as they say ....... “Let’s get on with it!”

FINAL PHASE OF BAT SURVEY

On 10 June the RTS will bring to a close the Bat Survey which began back in January. This will be our fourth visit into the Tunnel;
our purpose this time will be ﬁnally to retrieve the monitors placed at three diﬀerent locations throughout the Tunnel’s length.
During our last visit ACER ecologist Lia Likozar replenished the monitors’ batteries and sim cards, which will hopefully now have
recorded any bat immigration as it has progressed so far into this current season. The results of the last period of monitoring revealed that no bat activity whatsoever was found in the Tunnel, and this is expected to be the case when the monitors’ memories
are examined this time.
Another task set for the RTS members will be that of collecting a number of ‘keys’ or wooden blocks that were used to hold the
track in place on the sleepers up until the Tunnel’s closure in 1968. These blocks will be cleaned, varnished and put up for sale as
personal mementoes for anyone who wishes to purchase them. How many will be available to the members will depend on the
number we will be able to retrieve from the Tunnel on this visit.
On completion of this survey we will proceed to the next step which is to carry out the second ‘Condition Survey’ which will be
carried out by qualiﬁed engineers from companies yet to be chosen.
So as we can all see, as soon as one task is completed, it is straight on with the next one. This shows you (the members) and the
general public the amount of work necessary for a project of this size, not forgetting that this is the work you can see, and believe
me, even more work goes on with the Committee behind the scenes, the part of this project that nobody sees (and most are
totally unaware of).
So to all our members and supporters, keep following us and keep supporting us as we get closer and closer to the day we eventually
get our Tunnel re-opened, and the Rhondda and Afan Valleys will ﬁnally be on the WORLD Tourism Map.

ON YER BIKE

After purchasing a brand new brand new oﬀ-road bike, our own
Rod Macintyre (Vice-Chairman, Blaengwynﬁ) has set himself a
challenge-and-a-half, embarking on a mission to lose three
stones by this coming Christmas. This is a perfect opportunity
to raise some funds for the Society as Rod has suggested his
ﬁrst weigh-in to be at our 31 May Open/General meeting at the
Tunnel Hotel, Blaengwynﬁ. A ‘Guess my weight’ raﬄe will be
taking place (probably as you are reading this edition of Tunnel

OUR NEW RECRUIT

Joining us on our next visit into the Tunnel will be Committee
member Jonathan Davies (Proprietor of Caxton Press). Having
received conﬁrmation of his place at Mines Rescue Dinas where
he will attend a Conﬁned Space training course, Jonathan is
eager to descend into the depths of our Tunnel and experience
ﬁrst-hand what it is we are all all ﬁghting for. Jonathan will assist
us (Stephen and Jim) with our tasks as we retrieve the monitors
mentioned in this magazine (see ‘Final Phase of Bat Survey’),
along with the unenviable task of hauling all our photographic
equipment, water and Mars bars (absolutely essential!) and the
collection of the railway ‘keys’ that will be put on sale at a later
date. Temperatures in the Tunnel on our past visits have reached
an astounding 14 Celsius around the middle distance (and that
is with an outside temperature of -6!). When you have donned
overalls, rescue harnesses (which must remain on your person

Magazine) to start this challenge oﬀ, and we will be eagerly following his progress throughout the next few months.
After seeing the new bike when Rod took it on our visit to the
Two Tunnels (Bath) trip recently, I was amazed at what can be
purchased for quite a reasonable sum of money, especially as
an introduction to the cycling world and the fantastic cycle
paths of the Afan Valley. So come on, people, let’s get behind
him on this venture and who knows, he could have a lot of new
cyclists to accompany him when he sets about tearing down
(and back up) the Afan Valley.
ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GO!
for the duration of the exercise), hard hats and rescue sets, and
then have to carry extra weight back (monitors and ‘keys’), you
do get to know roughly
how a boiled egg feels.
I for one cannot wait to
get this exercise done,
after which I will sit
smugly in front of the
telly that evening having
ticked oﬀ another hurdle
that brings us all ever
closer to walking and riding the Rhondda Tunnel.
A full report of the monitor results will be in the
next edition of Tunnel
Vision.

A TWO HUNDRED MILE CELEBRATION.

Another member raising funds for the RTS is Billy Williams of Pontycymer as he cycled coast to coast on the 13 and 14 May. Because of the time factor we were unable to include it in this edition of TUNNEL VISION, but will deﬁnitely cover this story which
will commence in the next edition of our Magazine.

WELL DONE, BILLY!
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