Tunnel

“To accomplish great things we must not only act, but also
dream; not only plan, but also believe" …. Anatole France.
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Snoqualmie Tunnel, USA
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Foreword
There are so many times when the pressure of the
project weigh’s heavy on the shoulders of the Executive Committee. Not that we believed when we
started that it would be all plain sailing. I ﬁnd myself looking for inspiration at times in song titles,
yes, a little weird but it works for me.

them dearly, especially my Brother Jim. Who
knows, perhaps they will have second thoughts,
and I for one would welcome them back with open
arms.

This is far from the truth. It’s not that I don’t want
to ﬁnish the race, I just need the project to sail
calmer waters and help move it forward smoothly.
I will run with my colleagues with new Vigour and
Stamina and hope you understand that sometimes
it gets very diﬃcult indeed.

You of course can help. We need your unwanted
goods/Items for sale in the Shop. They must be in
good condition and ﬁt for purpose. If you need
anything picked up, I’m sure we can arrange something. So, It’s onwards and inwards. Why not come
along to our new premises once we are open for a
Coﬀee and chat, after all, the premises belong to
you, the members.

As we now move into a new era of the Society with
our new premises nearly ready to be opened, we
‘The long and Winding Road’, ‘The Climb,’ ‘Fool if need to make this work. Not only to show how
you think it’s over, It’s just begun’, the list is end- professional we have become, and how we have
less. Of late, I succumbed to the pressure and grown as a responsible Society, it has to be selfthought to myself I couldn’t carry on. Someone sustainable, and work for the Societies image as a
posted on Social Media, ‘If you can’t ﬁnish the game changer in the future of the Rhondda and
Afan Valleys.
race, step aside for someone else to!’

In the Last six weeks we have seen three resignations of Trustees. Jim Mackey, Jonathan Davies and
William Jones. For whatever reasons they decided
to leave, I wish to add to the record that their input Steve Mackey
into the project was invaluable, and I will miss Chairman

Calendar 2017

It won’t be long before production starts on our annual calendar.

As I’m sure you’ll agree for the last two years our calendars have been full of some really great interesting
photographs from outside and inside the tunnel. Some have even been taken from the surrounding area as
they’ve been related to what the tunnel was used for and some have been of recent activities of our journey
to reopening this fantastic structure.
Now just like last year we’re appealing to you the members to see if you have any photos or information,
stories or facts that we can use for the 2017 edition. Anything you provide us with will be fully credited in
the calendar unless you choose not to be mentioned.

We would really appreciate anything you can get your hands on so that we can make the next calendar
better than the last.

snoqualmie tunnel –
washington state, Nw usA

Snoqualmie Tunnel, Washington State, USA

The Snoqualmie Tunnel, at 2.3 miles long, is the
longest walking/cycle tunnel in the world (in the
summer months when it is open). The Rhondda Tunnel will take that slot in the winter.

The RTS committee has been in touch with the managers about the issues around managing such a long
tunnel. It is in a national park for which you pay $10
to enter, except on a number of free-days throughout the year.
Below is a quotation from a report about the USA
experience with tunnels on “Rail-Trails”, which
should greatly encourage us:
“The Snoqualmie tunnel has been an enormous attraction since its opening. People
travel from all over the country, and even

around the world, to pedal or hike through the
tunnel, which is perpetually pitch black, cold
and damp. Trail users are required to use
headlights on their bikes or carry ﬂashlights,
and warm clothing is recommended. It takes
roughly 20 minutes to bike through the tunnel
and 45 minutes to walk it. It’s a unique feeling,
according to those who have traveled through
it, to be one mile inside a mountain. The tunnel
has provided public access to areas that were
previously inaccessible and has resulted in a
huge inﬂux of cash into the local economy. The
people who live in the towns surrounding the
tunnel are grateful that it’s now a part of their
community.”

Source: Tunnels.pdf available from www.railstotrails.org

wOODwOrK!

On the 12th of August, Plaid Cymru’s Leanne Wood will Cycle alongside members of the Rhondda Tunnel
Society from the Blaencwm Tunnel Portal (Covered) down to our premises at 1 Station Road, Treorchy to
oﬃcially open our Shop/ and Oﬃce premises.

Plaid Cymru who Championed our cause and included our project in their manifesto are looking forward to
working with the Society in the next stage, the acquiring of the Tunnel Ownership. We of course are looking
forward to working with them as well.

Along with the Cyclists, the Society are hoping to include Children who are proﬁcient Cyclists from diﬀerent
Schools in the Valleys to accompany Leanne along the route. The exercise is not only to highlight the Society
and its progress, but to also to make the public aware that the society is working alongside Sustrans on
route 882.

Once the Tunnel is open it is hoped that route 882 will continue through the Tunnel keeping the route number. Why not come along and support us, or pop along to the Shop for the Oﬃcial Opening. A timetable of
events will be posted on Social Media once they are known.

The Stelco-Hardy site as it currently looks.

Meeting on the Former
stelco-Hardy site at Blaencwm

A team from the RTS has recently had a meeting with
Richard Hayward Properties Ltd., the company that
owns the former Stelco-Hardy site at Blaenrhondda,
currently a concrete wasteland. The RTS is considering
where some of the facilities that will be associated
with the tunnel can be located, and the Stelco-Hardy
site looks interesting. In addition to casual visitors, we
expect the Tunnel to become a hugely popular attraction for organised events for walking, running and cycling. The Bath Tunnels, for example, attract up to 1000
runners four times a year for organised events. So we
are going to need lots of car parking space, cafe, bike

hire, bus terminal, camping and caravanning sites and
a museum, and we want to know if the former StelcoHardy site is a possibility.

We were most encouraged. Indeed, when we suggested that we wanted to run the traﬃc-free cycle path
to the tunnel round the edge of the site, the response
was that it would be better to run it right through the
middle! We have agreed that as soon as we have more
deﬁnite timescales to re-open the tunnel, we shall
have another meeting with the site owners at Blaenrhondda to explore its potential.

rhondda tunnel
topography surveys
Rhondda Tunnel Society gained a licence from RCT and
NPC to carry out Topography Surveys of the land required to be ‘dug out’ at the entrances of the Tunnel
Portals at the villages of Blaencwm and Blaengwynﬁ.

“There are Exciting Times ahead for both Valleys, the
Rhondda and the Afan” said Rod Mcintyre, Vice Chair
of the Society. “We are working ﬂat out to keep the
project on track and within time scales we have set
ourselves”. The Topographical Survey was completed
the Afan side on 16th August.

Although it will be a while before the actual work of
excavating will begin, the Topography Survey needs to
be done to work out how many cubic metres of spoil With other Surveys ahead such as Contamination Surwill have to be removed from the original cuttings to vey, Terrestrial Bat Survey and a detailed Structural
Survey, there is still plenty of work to be done in prepareveal the Portals.
Things are moving slowly, but at least it is in the right ration before the excavation of the site.

direction. The Society met with RCT Corporate Estates,
Planning, the Country Ecologist and Public Health on Photo’s Blaencwm and Gwynﬁ.
the 15th August ‘On Site’ at Blaencwm.

Survey taking place at the Blaencwm Portal

Survey taking place at the Blaengwynﬁ Portal with two little helpers, Summer and Megan.

Decorating Duo

With probably only days away from signing the lease
to our new premises, it gives us a little time to reﬂect
on the hard work that has been put into the redecoration and maintenance work of the Shop.

Les and I, along with Jane Butler Jones and her
Teenage daughter Kaci, began work on Sunday 7th of
August. Little did we know how much work was
needed to transform the premises from a plain rundown shop into what it has become today.
However, in all fairness, the credit must go to Jane and
Kaci for working for 2 Weeks, at least 8 hours a day,

Painting and Decorating, as Les and I had numerous
things to do for the Society. It is my pleasure and indeed my duty to thank them sincerely for their dedication, hard work over the period they spent there.

Kaci, now a keen Armature Photographer, who has incredible new Photography Equipment (Thanks to
Mum) is thinking of taking on the task of new editor
for the Societies Magazine ‘Tunnel Vision’. I hope she
climbs on board as not only is she capable of doing
this, she can use her own Photographs as well.

Hard work pays oﬀ!

Over the past 8 months or so I have been working on a possible Concert in the Parc and Dare with some
‘notable artists’. It is with great pleasure that I can inform you now that with the help of Labour’s Leighton
Andrew’s team we have secured the Parc and Dare for an Extravaganza of an evening.
Although the artists have not yet been oﬃcially booked it is looking very promising indeed. With all the Surveys that we have been paying for in the last few months the revenue from this Concert will give our funds
a massive boost to continue our vital work, keeping the project on track.

As soon as we ﬁnalise all the details, you will read it in the Press and on Social Media. This is going to be
massive. My thanks to Les for all her hard work too and for all her contacts. WATCH THIS SPACE.

wANDerING

At the last General meeting at the Pentre Legion, a discussion took place regarding the Society trying out new premises in the Rhondda. A lively debate took place with the
outcome of a possible chance of trying out new premises
for General meetings in the Rhondda. We need to be clear
on this, as if we do decide to wander from the Pentre Legion who has shown us immense support in the past and
continues to do so, they may decide because of the fact

we are thinking of moving, ‘Pull the Plug’ so to speak on
their generosity. On reﬂection, perhaps we could source
diﬀerent premises for both sides expanding the awareness
of the Society into other regions of the Afan Valley too!
All in all, the Committee will discuss this at our next Meeting of the Trustees and it’s ﬁnding will be made probably
on Social Media.
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