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News Roundup

TALKS ABOUT THE
RHONDDA TUNNEL
Steve Mackey & I regularly get asked to do talks to history societies, community
groups, school groups, etc. We usually get paid for them but we donate this to the
Society. I always enjoy the talks, and usually someone from the audience comes up
afterwards to ask if I would like to talk to another group. We go all over South Wales,
anywhere between Abergavenny and Swansea, mostly talking to older people, and
there is usually someone in the audience who remembers going through the tunnel
to the sea at Aberavon as a youngster. Indeed, it reminds me just how much people
from the Rhondda have spread out.
My talk covers the history of the tunnel, starting with why and where it was built
through the construction phase when the original contractor was sacked for slow
progress and sued the Rhondda & Swansea Bay Railway Co. The story continues
through its life and the problems that were exacerbated by coal mining above and
below, culminating in its closure in 1968 when distortion was found where the tunnel
passes through a geological fault. But that is not where the story ends as we all
know. The saga continues with the missing headstone on which Steve wrote “Please
Open Me” as a 12 year old and how he found it some 48 years later. Its unveiling at
Treherbert Station led to the formation of the Rhondda Tunnel Society and where
we are now. It makes a great story and one that gets updated as things happen –
now up to version 6. So my talk is a history, but one that comes right up to the
present, and we have some great videos to go with it.
The most interesting part is the discussion with the audience afterwards as someone
usually has fond recollections of the tunnel. At Cwmafan Rugby Club, the driver of
the bus over the Bwlch which was put on when the tunnel closed told of many trips
over the mountain to collect passengers with the bus completely empty. Last week
at a talk at Risca, I was told how the train crews hated the route up from Port Talbot
to the Tunnel because of the steep gradients and how they would arrive at
Blaengwynfi quite exhausted from shovelling coal on the fire to make enough steam,
even though they were only hauling empties.
So if you know of a group that would like to hear about the tunnel, then do let Steve
or me know and I expect that we will be happy to oblige.
Tony Moon
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AIR QUALITY MONITORING
Nothing is ever simple; you tackle one job and as soon
as that is done another is put in our path! Air Quality
Monitoring has begun in the Abernant Tunnel, but we
were informed that our tunnel would be next when one
of the portals had been opened. This threatens to put a
year’s delay into the programme.
Our experts tell us that this is not needed, but we need
to back their opinion up with data to prove it. So the
Trustees took the decision to buy our own monitoring
equipment including equipment to enable us to climb
down the air shaft at Blaencwm safely. We have
permission to do this from the tunnel manager under
strict conditions.
We are entering the Rhondda Tunnel once a month for
the next 12 months to measure the air quality in the
tunnel. We are monitoring the
concentration of oxygen in the air
(normally 20.9%) and looking for any
traces of the following noxious or
flammable
gases
–
carbon
monoxide, hydrogen sulphide and
methane. Our detector will also
detect volatile organic compounds.
Steve Jones, chair of our Technical
Subcommittee and an ex-mining
engineer, will be supervising every
entry. He has all the relevant
experience that is needed to keep
everyone safe and well informed.

OUR NEW TRUSTEE!
This is our newest recruit, Mr Brian Henry Rees.
Brian, a local man, has seen some action when he
was in the army. He spent time underground as a
miner, and now drives for a local store. Brian has
lived at Fernhill Houses (now demolished,) then
he lived on the turn of Blaencwm and
Blaenrhondda and is now a Blaenrhondda man.
Brian has built up a nice little round for our Tote
Tickets and now sells around 35 to 40 a week.
As a very active member, I’m sure you would all
like to welcome him as a Committee member and
a Trustee.
Well done Brian. Welcome on board.

The Rhondda Tunnel Society Benefit Concert

RHONDDA TUNNEL
SOCIETY AGM
18th March, 2020
It only seems like the other day we were in the Parc
and Dare for our Annual General Meeting. We
couldn’t combine the two meetings (that of the 29 Jan
and Wednesday 18th. March) as AGM’s only allow
fully paid up member to attend.
The AGM will again be at the Parc and Dare Theatre
at 7.30 pm. You could bring your membership card
with you which will make Sue Warrens job a little
easier on the night.
Agendas will be provided as on the door when you
enter. Teas/Coffees will be available, and the bar will
be open! After usual business we will update you
where we are with the impasse of the tunnel
ownership.
We have been invited to a meeting with the Deputy
Minister for Economy & Transport - Lee Waters AM and
the Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport & Tourism – Dafyd
Elis-Thomas AM to discuss the tunnel’s ownership and
the logjam that it is creating. The council leaders of RCT
& NPT councils are invited as well as Sustrans. The
meeting is due to take place before the AGM, so we are
hoping that we might be able to report some good news
on that.
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In depth Newsletter will be available at our AGM on the 18th March, 2020

