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“To accomplish great things we must not only act, but also
dream; not only plan, but also believe" …. Anatole France.







Foreword

I wrote this foreword on the ﬂight to Brussels wondering how the hell I got here!
However, what a testament to all you members. From humble beginnings to a trip to
Brussels to meet with EU Oﬃcials regarding
our Project. To say this is the proudest moment of my Chairmanship is an understatement, never in my wildest dreams did I
think I would end up in Brussels on ‘Tunnel
Business’.

Things are beginning to get a little exciting
now, with lots of things happening within
the next few months. Let’s take a look what
will be happening: - The Removal of the
Blaengwynﬁ Concrete Cap that Covers the
Vent. The New Steel Cap to be ﬁtted over
the Blaengwynﬁ Vent. The Detailed Examination. The Geographical Survey will take
place now that the weather is improving.

Two BBC units will be ﬁlming our progress,
and ITV’s Alun Jones from Coast and Country. You may remember Coast and Country
started following our Project when we
started, so don’t think they have forgotten
us, they are doing a ﬁne job by keeping in
touch and ﬁlming diﬀerent aspects of the
Project ready to show when we reach
fruition.

his time. If you have anything to contribute
to the next magazine, why not give us call
on 01443 776665 or drop us a line on
www.rhonddatunnelsociety.co.uk or visit
us on our Facebook page.

Our Tech Team are working hard on the
technical issues that face us within the next
couple of months as Balfour Beatty, Hammonds and Mines Rescue prepare for our
crucial Detailed Examination. As soon as we
have the Report on the tunnel, we will then
be going back to the Welsh Government
asking them to ﬁnally take ownership, so
we can move forward. At one meeting in
Brussels, it was said that the ownership
issue must be resolved as quick as possible
for us to apply for grants which could be
available to us, and time is now of the
essence! So, all in all, a very enlightening
trip to Brussels with invaluable contacts
made and information on how to take us a
step up and move forward.

Again, it is down to you members who believe in the project and can see the
progress we are making. Onwards and inwards!

Steve Mackey

Meeting after meeting we get closer and
closer. And the inﬂux of new members is a
pleasant reminder that more and more Chairman, Rhondda Tunnel Society
people are beginning to realise that this is
real, this is happening now, and they want
to be a part of it
Jim Mackey Our Past editor is back on
board, which reﬂects how comprehensive
the Magazine is this issue. This is no reﬂection on the last issue, It was just that became busier and could no longer commit

Front cover photo taken by Graeme Bickerdike

DIGGING UP THE PAST…
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

Work ﬁnally started on the new housing development at Blaencwm on January 10th, 2018. Machinery began to remove
the spoil from the area that will become the access road to the ﬁnished site of 36 brand new houses. I took the opportunity to take some photographs of the site the day after the work had started, and a number of occasions thereafter. As you can see, the relics of a bygone age, unearthed, remnants of the old screens of Glenrhondda Colliery. It is
hard to believe that not only do these “artefacts’” remind us of the demise of this local colliery, but since being buried,
this industry has disappeared not only from the whole of the South Wales coalﬁeld but practically from the whole of
the UK. With the excavator loading up the dump trucks, I looked on as sections of bent and twisted pipe and rails
were eﬀortlessly uncovered and removed. Another photograph shows a section of a huge brick retaining wall that
probably stood at the entrance to these screens, where so many miners worked so hard…for so long. The pits of the
Rhondda produced some of the ﬁnest steam coal in the world, but took such a toll on the miner’s health, and indeed
their lives.
Looking to the future, this tunnel initially constructed for the transportation of coal, will become a big part of a healthier future for parents, their children and their children’s children.The end result at this construction site will be that
of 36 stunning new houses, surrounded by some of the most spectacular scenery in the South Wales valleys, which
Richard Burton once described as “our little Switzerland”.
It goes without saying that these works will not aﬀect our project in any way, and the R.T.S. will continue to work with
Mr Martyn Russell who is the developer of this site.

BRINGING IN THE BIG GUNS

Just over 3 years have passed since the forming of the R.T.S., and on December the 1st 2017, society oﬃcials, engineers
and Mines Rescue personnel once again donned their overalls and safety gear to go down into our tunnel. This being
the ﬁfth visit undertaken by the Society (the EIGHTH for Mines Rescue!) will be the last visit before the detailed examination scheduled to take place in the early spring by Civil Engineering Company BALFOUR BEATTY.
This visit was to be diﬀerent from previous ones as we had to split into teams of three (plus one Mines Rescue) owing
to the concerns of Mines Rescue as to how many people were in any one part of the tunnel at any one time. With
temperatures at a bone chilling – 5 degrees the ﬁrst team to go down into the tunnel were engineers from the Aberdare company of HAMMOND ENGINEERING. On reaching the bottom of the inspection shaft followed by the 15ft
crawl through the pipe, they immediately set oﬀ into the darkness and the long 3343-yard trek with 3 main tasks to
complete. These were: 1. The examination of the block wall that seals oﬀ the last estimated 100 yards of the tunnel.
2. Determine the best way to “break through” into the sealed section of the tunnel, and allow the engineers access
to carry out the examination of this remaining part of the tunnel.
3. To measure and record the dimensions of the ventilation shaft which is needed for the fabrication of the “Winch”
system to be used as means of entry for the Detailed Inspection.
After 30 minutes the second team descended the shaft, this group all under the watchful eye of Chris Teague of Mines
Rescue, who was the very ﬁrst person to enter the tunnel (oﬃcially) back in April 2015. Taking a short “skateboard
ride” through the pipe (a method thought up by Steve our Chairman) and accompanied by the head of our technical
team Mr Steve Jones engineer (retired), and Mr Richard Storey who is a BALFOUR BEATTY engineer, Steve Jones’s ﬁrst
sight was that of the water ingress just twenty yards into the tunnel, which to the untrained eye, can be very unnerving.
The water continues to penetrate through the mortar joints in the crown of the tunnel as it has done years before
the tunnel was closed to railway traﬃc, and can be heard running away through the drainage channels which are still
functioning as well today as the day they were laid. SJ told us: “Once inside the tunnel, my ﬁrst impression was ‘wow’! The ﬁrst 60 – 80 metres or so was a little wet but the tunnel
infrastructure was intact. As we progressed, the enormity of the task of constructing the tunnel all those years ago
became apparent with perfectly aligned masonry and brickwork”. Noting various other sections of the tunnel as they
continued through they eventually arrived at the “cog”, where a great deal of time was spent. “Generally, it was agreed
that where the ‘cog’ area initially provided an area for concern, and be a practical and cost burden for the opening
of the tunnel, this is not currently the case. The only burden here would be the cost of removal. It is recommended
that the cog remains in position until the portals are open, mainly because currently, it would serve no purpose to remove it.” said Steve.

Pressing on they continued towards the block wall and ventilation shaft and passing the ﬁrst team who, by this time
had completed their tasks and were making their way back to the entry point at Blaencwm. Attempting once again
to see exactly what is behind the block wall they inserted an endoscope into the drainage pipe, but as last time owing
to the restrictive bore of the pipe they were unable to “illuminate” such a vast void with the limited light source available to them.
Myself along with numerous other committee/members, have examined the working drawings of how this Blaengwynﬁ end was sealed oﬀ, and apparently the track bed was raised or covered with three feet of inﬁll. Therefore, the
water we know to be present behind this wall can only be a few inches deep. Evidence of this was seen on our previous
visit (June 24th, 2016) when we inserted an endoscope into one of the four drainage pipes which sit in the wall approximately 3 ft. above track bed on our side. Stony rubble was visible just below the surface of the water, which was
just an inch or so below the drainage pipe.
Making their way back to Blaencwm their paths were soon to cross with the third team who were Jim Maggs, Tony
Moon, Graeme Bickerdyke and Mines Rescue’s Lee Jones. Tony commented “Going through the cog, though, was a
bit of an anti-climax. I had been led to believe that it could collapse at any time so great care was needed. No such issues – just walk straight through and admire the interesting mould growing on it.” He goes on to say, “Whilst some of
the tunnel will deﬁnitely need repairs, much of it is in better condition than the Gelli Tunnel near Cymmer, or the Gellifelen Tunnel in the Clydach Gorge near Brynmawr, both of which are open to the public.” (!)
Mr Graham Bickerdyke, a leading ﬁgure in the “Queensbury tunnel Project” and Editor of” RAIL” magazine, will be
writing a story of this visit in the February edition of his magazine. They seized upon the opportunity to have a group
photo and as you can see, a very impressive result. Discussing each other’s notes and observations they were all astounded by the condition of this magniﬁcent structure, and agreed there were a few sections of the tunnel that would
require some serious attention.
The ﬁrst team managed to obtain all the measurements they needed to help design and construct a new ‘capping’ at
the Blaengwynﬁ airshaft. It is hoped this will be completed by early April 2018.
Each of the teams were happy to report that they had all achieved their goals during the visit.
All in all, an informative, revealing and successful visit once again, and after the third team exited the tunnel at about
4pm the inspection cover was closed, locked, and the site made secure.
My thanks to Steve Jones and Tony Moon for help with this article.
Onwards and inwards (as WE say…)

BRUSSELS CALLING

The Chairman, Project Secretary and the Treasurer
of the RTS namely Steve Mackey, Tony Moon and
Lesley Crew will be visiting Brussels to meet with
various oﬃcials in regards of securing funding from
the EU before Brexit for the Rhondda Tunnel Project. The visit is being sponsored so it comes at no
cost to the Society whatsoever.

The ﬁrst meeting will be with MEO Jill Evans and the
RTS Trustees and they will meet with Joaquín de
Santos, representative of the European Route of Industrial Heritage.
Our RTS Trustees will then meet the following day
outside European Parliament (Place de Luxembourg
facing entrance) for registration and security checks.
A meeting with Piotr Rapacz, Co-ordinator for Urban
Mobility and Cycling Focal Point for DG Mobility and Transport, European Commission.
Another meeting with Michael Cramer MEP, Die Grünen (German Green Party) former chair of Transport and
Tourism Committee and Cycling Enthusiast.
Then a meeting with Ed Lancaster, Senior Policy Oﬃcer, European Cyclists Federation.
TBC meeting with European Commission: Guus Muikers, Senior Administrator for ERDF in Wales
Vincent Leiner, Team Leader Smart and Sustainable Growth, DG REGIO. So, a packed Schedule and Challenging
to say the least. Fingers crossed, we may come from there with some good news. This will very much raise the
proﬁle of the project and whatever the Brexit outcome, it will be a great help in gaining future support for the
project.
Let us all wish them good luck.

SHARP INCREASE
OF FOLLOWERS

At our members meeting at “THE REFRESH” on February 22nd
it was revealed that our TWITTER account has now over 2200
followers thanks to our own Kaci Jones who took over the running of the site just a few weeks ago. Before Kaci took charge
of this post the number was around 750, which means a staggering 200% increase in a very short space of time. On behalf
of the Committee I would like to thank Kaci for doing such a
remarkable job and I am conﬁdent that these numbers will
continue to increase in the following months.

Thank You Kaci for doing such a splendid job.

Jim

WHAT A FIGURE

Forever on the increase, the membership numbers of the R.T.S. now stands at an amazing 500+ fully paid- up members and over
6500 Facebook members. This ﬁgure is constantly on the increase as our Chairman Steve Mackey, continues to greet new members
every single day. With the release of our Promotional Video, membership again is certainly on the up with people from as far
aﬁeld as Scotland. One new member from the far North sent a message which read “…..it’s the future. Travelling cyclists like me
would certainly be encouraged to come to your area with a well-deﬁned cycleway in place”.
In my opinion the membership far outnumbers that, as we have several “bodies” who have members who can number anything
up to a couple of hundred individuals
It would be very interesting to ﬁnd out who is the eldest, and who is the youngest of our members and give them a mention in
the following edition of “TUNNEL VISION”…….. oh well let’s do some digging!

Dad can I have a bike….?

How many times has a father been asked that question. I must have been about nine years old before the need
to own my own bicycle became an obsession. I remember asking my father that very question, and his reply to
me was, “You will have to start saving because they cost a lot of money”. It must have been a day or two later
when he handed me a new money box and said to me, “When that is full we will go and get one…”. This money
box was nothing like I had seen before, a silver cylinder, shaped like the old post boxes that stood on the streets,
but very narrow. This money box which would only take sixpenny pieces, or two and a half pence in today’s
money, when full, the top would spring oﬀ revealing the princely sum of one pound. Every week my pocket
money would be changed into shiny “tanners” and pushed into the slot.
The following weeks seemed like an eternity as I watched my pals riding up and down the streets on their “trusty
steeds”. Finally, the last coin was pushed in and “POP”, oﬀ came the top. That very morning, I walked from Cwmparc with my dad to “Phil Jones’s of Treorchy”, which today is still run by his son who is also named Phil, but now
called THE RHONDDA CYCLE CENTRE”. We got to the shop and walked in to be surrounded by bikes and accessories of all shapes, sizes and prices. To a young boy such as myself it was like an Aladdin’s cave. I cannot recall
how long we were in the shop, but remember walking out with tears rolling down my face, a smile so wide it
hurt my cheeks………and a brand-new RALEIGH bike.
My dad taught me a valuable lesson in those few months, and that was, if you want something you save for it,
(even though he paid the other twenty odd pounds!). The year was 1960, and here we are nearly sixty years
later, and undoubtedly Mr Phil Jones (JNR) still fulﬁls every young child’s dream. I wonder if they felt anything
like I did?

Jim

BOMBERS OVER THE BWLCH

The year is 1968, and the convenience of travelling on a train from the Rhondda Valley through to the Afan Valley
(or vice-versa) has ended. From now on your journey that would have taken approximately ten minutes, now
became over a half hour. A replacement bus service provided by N&C coaches of Neath, took over the duties of
our beloved trains when the Rhondda Tunnel was closed, which meant travelling over the infamous BWLCH
mountain. In the summertime the views from the summit of this mountain are truly spectacular, but in the winter
a very diﬀerent story.
Nicknamed the “BROWN BOMBERS” owing to the fast and eﬃcient service they provided between Cardiﬀ, Neath
and Swansea since the 1930’s, and instantly recognisable chocolate brown and dark red livery, these coaches
were the peak of luxury. It is said that you would never see a N&C coach in need of a wash, as each coach was
washed EVERY morning before leaving their depot. The crews too were equally immaculate, and this company
were the envy of all.
The service ran from Cymmer Station in the Afan valley to Treherbert Station in the Rhondda, and one of the
drivers was Mr W John Hughes who told me, “The ﬁrst crew of the day would leave our Briton Ferry depot at
around 4.30 in the morning, and run to Treherbert Station displaying “Private” on our destination board, and arriving in plenty of time for our ﬁrst run. The railway guard (who became the coach conductor) would be picked
up at Treherbert station, and at 6.00 a.m. we headed out, bound for Cymmer in the Afan Valley with stops at
Treorchy, Abergwynﬁ, Blaengwynﬁ, and terminating at Cymmer. After three return trips in the morning the coach
then returned to the depot at Briton Ferry, the service being taken over by the afternoon shift. “In the two and
a half years I did this run, only once did I fail to cross the Bwlch due to bad weather” said John. “Then we had to
go via Tonyrefail and that journey took a few hours. Then of course there was the journey back” he laughed.
But from its outset passenger numbers were modest to say the least, and in a little over two years this replacement bus service was discontinued and replaced by a diﬀerent company. History repeats itself so they say, and
by the mid 1980’s even this service was withdrawn, ending any direct link to the Rhondda. This journey today
using public transport could take up to 3 hours and cost over twenty pounds, and would involve catching a bus
to Port Talbot Railway Station, a train to Cardiﬀ, and another train to Treherbert. Hopefully very soon one will be
able to cycle from Blaengwynﬁ to Treherbert Railway Station in roughly 15 minutes, linking up with the valleys
railway system and keeping ﬁt in the process.
The Managing Director of this company was one: Colonel Sir Godfrey Llewellyn Bart, CB, CBE, MC, TD, DL, JP.
And should anyone write of him they always bestowed upon him his full title.
They must have had VERY long envelopes!
My sincere thanks to Mr John Hughes for help with this article.

Jim

TECHNICAL TEAM SITE VISIT

It’s the start of a new year and on January 8th we ﬁnd ourselves back at the tunnel site in Blaencwm, and compared to the last
time we were here, the temperature is a balmy 1 degree. In other words, STILL COLD.
Attended by Steve Jones, Bob Wyman, Aubrey Green, Tony Moon and myself Jim Mackey, we immediately set about our tasks of :-

1.
2.
3.
4.

To attempt to ﬁnd the outlet of the Victorian drainage system that to this day, still carries the water away from the tunnel.
To attempt to ﬁnd probable source of the water ingress into tunnel which cascades from the crown of the tunnel roof.
Look at possible routes for the equipment which will carry the inﬁll from the tunnel and re-sited at an alternative location.
Stelco Hardy site and its intended purpose.

Examining the OS maps Aubrey had supplied, we immediately found ourselves down at the riverside adjacent to School Street,
where the most likely place seemed to be for this outlet. Sifting through the grass and undergrowth we found nothing. On returning
to the top of the river bank we were approached by a local resident by the name of Mr Barry Yates who informed us he knew
where the outlet was situated. I can tell you now, if we had had a bottle of “MOET” with us at the time we would have started celebrating there and then. But unfortunately, Mr Yates took us to the outlet of the drainage system that was laid when the tunnel
was sealed. We explained to Barry that it was impossible for it to be the “working” drainage system as this outlet pipe is the
means of access up at the tunnel mouth, and NO water enters it. This pipe is intended to channel water out of the tunnel SHOULD
the existing system for whatever reason, fail. So, it was “back to square one” as they say, and our search continues.
After a short walk we were back at the tunnel site where Steve, Aubrey, Bob and Tony went up into the thick undergrowth looking
for clues as to the source of the water ingress. After a short while they returned but again no luck.
Returning to the bottom of the ﬁeld our investigations turned to the possible routes of the temporary roadway which will be used
to remove the inﬁll from the tunnel, to its new site which will possibly be the “old football ﬁeld”. After the spoil is ‘relocated’ it
will be leveled and a new drainage system laid to provide the foundation for the new visitor centre and car park.
Then it was a short journey down to the Stelco Hardy site where Steve jones was amazed at the expanse of the footprint of this
former factory. “This site would be better used as an overﬂow car park rather than the main car park” said Tony….. “as I feel this
is too far from the tunnel to serve as the main car park”. With several notes and photographs taken it was time for a coﬀee and
something to eat, but most of all, to get out of the cold….and the work continues.

OUR TECHNICAL TEAM
GETS TO WORK

On DEC 7th we once again saw our Technical team gather, to examine and discuss the latest pictures and
details of the tunnel visit six days previously. Head of this team is Mr Steve Jones with his associates Bob
Wyman, Aubrey Green.
The photographs on this visit were taken by Mr Graeme Bickerdyke *, and are truly astounding. First item
to be discussed was the water ingress at our Blaencwm end of the tunnel, which continues to shower water
from the crown of the tunnel roof, as it has done for many, many years before the trains were terminated.
Water ingress has been a problem at this location of the tunnel since its construction which began in 1885.
SJ spent some time at this location which is only 20 yards from the tunnel entrance making notes of its
condition and said, “The expense of drilling down to determine the source of the water ingress would be
prohibitive, therefore other techniques will be sought,”.
The drains installed at the time of its construction are still 100% functional as there is no pooling of water
at the Blaencwm end. This bears testament to the builder’s expertise as it is obvious this drainage system,
along with the tunnel, has received no maintenance whatsoever for over ﬁfty years! However, it remains a
mystery as to where the course and outlet of this system lies, and discussions are ongoing as to what
method we should use to ﬁnally resolve this problem.
Another fact that is not that surprising, is that the infamous “cog” of which we have taken countless photographs in every one of our past entries has been deemed to “serve no useful purpose”, and prevents
proper examination of the roof above it. A recommendation to have it removed or “dismantled suﬃciently”
to allow examination of the roof above it has currently been over-ruled, but will be removed when access
to this area becomes essential.
The biggest mystery of them all is what lies behind the block wall at the Blaengwynﬁ end of the tunnel.
With the Detailed Examination getting ever closer, we will ﬁnally enter this last 100 yards of the tunnel and
discover how this end of the tunnel was sealed up.
*Mr Graeme Bickerdyke is the editor of “RAIL” Magazine, and a leading ﬁgure in the “QUEENSBURY TUNNEL” project, of which we hope to have a short story in the next issue of this newsletter.

A LOGISTICAL NIGHTMARE

We all know the importance of the Rhondda Valleys when it came to the production of coal, and the resolve of
the miners. But have you ever thought of the organising of getting this “Black Gold” to the various docks after it
had been brought to the surface? For instance, the GLENRHONDDA COLLIERY at Blaencwm, in 1957 produced
117,000 tons with a workforce of 404 men. The railway wagons at that time was predominantly 16ton capacity,
which means that this colliery alone would need over 7,300 wagons. Being situated at the very top of this steep
valley one can only imagine the congestion as it progressed further and further down the valley merging with
the coal traﬃc from numerous other collieries. It has been said that wagons at the peak of coal production in
1913 (53 million tons) could take up to a fortnight to reach Cardiﬀ.

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES

I was born in 1951, and often I think back to my childhood and how diﬀerent things were then. For the vast majority of people here in the Rhondda Valleys, and indeed elsewhere, travel meant one had a simple choice, the
bus or the train. A trip to “PONTY MARKET” or “BARRY ISLAND” was nothing less than an adventure, and today
we drive past them without giving it a thought.
At our parents’ house which was on Bute Street, the main road that runs through Treorchy, my brother (Steve,
Chairman) and I, would be sent to bed every evening at 7.00 p.m. and we would often look out of the bedroom
window and say, “we won’t go to sleep until two cars pass”. We very rarely stayed awake that long! Nowadays
you can’t get to sleep because of the traﬃc!
Every weekend I would stay up at my grandparents’ house in Chepstow Road Cwmparc, and as I recall there were
just FOUR cars in the entire street, whereas today it is not uncommon to have two, three or even four cars per
FAMILY. Go back to the same street today and you would be lucky to ﬁnd parking space for one. It really makes
one think that nowadays it is nothing to go out and by a television or computer costing hundreds or even a couple
of thousand pounds. Back in our day we would have had more fun with the box it came in!!

Jim

PROMOTIONAL VIDEO

Oﬃcially released by the R.T.S. on January 11th 2018, the long overdue video that will be used to promote
our project was ﬁnally shown to society members and members of the public at the G2 in Blaengwynﬁ.
After a very diﬃcult few months and several delays, the ﬁlm shows to some extent the interest this iconic
structure will generate. Although no CGI being included, it certainly ﬁres up one’s imagination as to what
we can expect when the tunnel is ﬁnally open. This ﬁlm has now been placed on our own website which is
www.rhonddatunnelsociety.com and on Facebook. Attended by Mr David Rees AM, and Mr Stephen Kinnock
MP, both of whom were pleased with the video, also put their views forward as to how it could be further
improved. All comments were taken on board and will be included in future promotional material.
Another video is being considered but obviously cost and provider will be the determining factor.

PLANNED SURVEY RE-SCHEDULED
DUE TO WEATHER

January 2018 draws to an end and the continuous heavy rainfall experienced over the last few weeks
have left the R.T.S. no option but to postpone the planned GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY. With the ﬁeld saturated by endless downpours, it was decided to delay the survey to a much later date now estimated to
be early spring.

The survey will involve drilling small bore holes into the spoil that was used to ﬁll in the cutting leading
to the tunnel portal. This is to ascertain whether it contains any contaminants such as oil, asbestos or
other harmful substances, which would require specialist handling should any be found. I will stress that
none of these contaminants are expected to be found as this inﬁll is the contents of the railway embankment which was situated opposite the “GLENRHONDDA WORKINGMENS CLUB and INSTITUTE” or
“INKY” as it was known by the locals and the colliery sidings that sat behind the massive concrete wall,
which stretched from Llewllyn street to School street. This wall as all residents know, displayed the coronation crown at the end of Dilys street and was painted by the late Mr Ernie Adams.

The residents of Blaencwm will be informed before this, or any other work will take place and assures
everyone that there will be no disruption caused.

2018

CALENDAR
AVAILABLE TO
PURCHASE
ALL PROCEEDS
GO TO THE R.T.S.

TREORCHY WIND FARM DONATES
ANOTHER £55000 TO LOCAL
COMMUNITY

The Parc and Dare played host to the presentation evening on February 2nd where a number of diﬀerent
groups were to become the benefactors. As a result of the voting that took place at the Treorchy Boys Club
recently, the winners of the various categories were called up to receive their cheques which was presented
to them by Chris Bryant MP and Alison Chapman. The prizes were in four categories, £500, £1000, £2500,
and £5000, and to name but a few of the winners they included: -

St George’s Church, The Salvation Army, Ty Rhos Home, Treorchy Library, St Mathew’s Church, Upper Rhondda
Junior Brass Band, Treorchy Boys and Girls Club, Ysgol Ynyswen, Parc Primary, Treorchy Primary, Treorchy
R.F.C. Mini’s, and of course the R.T.S. represented by Steve Mackey, Lesley Crew and Tony Moon. All benefactors enjoyed a warm and pleasant social evening with delicious sandwiches and drinks for everyone.
May we the RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY congratulate all the winners, and thank once again the
TREORCHY WIND FARM for another outstanding contribution to the local community.
P.S. A total of £1500 was won by the R.T.S. and this will go towards new laptops and computer at our shop.

N&PT Council meets with the R.T.S.

Taking place at the N&PT Council’s headquarters “The Quays” in Briton Ferry on November 27th, R.T.S. representatives Steve Mackey, Lesley Crew and Tony Moon met with Ben Riseborough and Bethan Blackmore
(Hydro Power), and Delith Lewis, who is the “Environmental Design and Heritage” Oﬃcer. Our schedule of
the coming months, including the imminent meeting in Brussels scheduled for February 28th, the envisaged
construction of the mini Hydro Power unit at the Blaengwynﬁ end of the Rhondda Tunnel, and further possible Grant Application avenues were discussed.
Tony is still in communication with these people and members will be informed of any major developments
through our website, and following newsletters.

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

We all know the importance of the Rhondda Valleys when it came to the production of coal, and the resolve
of the miners. But have you ever thought of the organising of getting this “Black Gold” to the various docks
after it had been brought to the surface? For instance, the GLENRHONDDA COLLIERY at Blaencwm, in 1957
produced 117,000 tons with a workforce of 404 men. The railway wagons at that time was predominantly
16ton capacity, which means that this colliery alone would need over 7,300 wagons. Being situated at the
very top of this steep valley, one can only imagine the congestion as it progressed further and further down
the valley, merging with the coal traﬃc from numerous other collieries. It has been said that wagons at the
peak of coal production in 1913 (53 million tons) could take up to a fortnight to reach Cardiﬀ, and a loaded
coal train would pass through Pontypridd Station every three minutes.
WHEN DID YOU LAST SEE A REAL COAL FIRE?
And how many of you would know how to light one?
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73a Bute Street, Treorchy,
Rhondda, Mid Glamorgan, CF42 6BD
Directors: Tracey Williams • Paul Murphy
Registered in England & Wales 6832197

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Registered Office: 73a Bute Street, Treorchy, Rhondda, Mid Glamorgan, CF42 6BD

A Modern and Fresh
Approach to Floral Design

look at our work on b
call for free quote

07802 359047

01443 774312

SAME DAY LOCAL DELIVERIES
IF ORDERED BEFORE 12 NOON

flowersbykirsty@hotmail.com

9 -10 High Street, Treorchy, CF42 6AE

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
Celebrating Over 100 Years in Business
Invoice Books • Flyers • Posters • Business Cards
Draw Tickets • Tote Tickets • Programmes • Menus
Appointment Cards • Bingo Books • Invoice Sets
Receipt Books • Delivery Forms • Pads • Calendars
Newsletters • Manifestos • Stickers • Event Tickets
Entry Forms • Graphic Design • Illustration

- Plus Much More -

TEL: 01443 772134 FAX: 01443 771768

Email:info@caxtonpress.cymru Website:www.caxtonpress.cymru

Howard Street, Treorchy, Mid Glamorgan, CF42 6AR
- Situated Behind Superdrug -

