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AIR quality tests in the Rhondda Tun
nel have found no trace of dangerous 
gases so far. 

Stretching 3,443 yards from Blae-
ncwm in the Rhondda Valley tr 
Blaengwynfi in the Man Valley, th( 
Rhondda Tunnel was closed in 1968. 
Both ends of the tunnel were filled in 
and landscaped over between 1979 
and 1980. 

Completed in 1890, the tunnel is a 
feat of Victorian engineering built to 
connect the coalfields of the upper 
Rhondda with Swansea Bay. And there 
it has lain buried ever since. 

When reopened it wil l be the longest 
cycle and walking tunnel in Europe, 
and the second-longest in the world, 
reconnecting the communities of the 
Rhondda and Afan Valleys as a pedes
trian and cycling route. 

The Rhondda Tunnel Society, which 
is behind the bid to get it reopened, 
says a small team have been allowed 
to enter the tunnel from the Blaencwm 
end to record the air quality and is 
making monthly visits to gather data. 

Tunnels vnth litde ventilation can 
suffer from a build-up of poisonous or 
explosive gases, especially in coal
mining areas. The tunnel has exposed 

Air quality tests have been 
carried out monthly at the 
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coal seams in it. None of the three test 
visits so far have found any trace of 
dangerous gases. 

By gathering this data now, the soci
ety hopes to avoid a delay of anything 
up to a year in a programme to re
open the tunnel while that data is 
gathered. 

The team has to climb down an air 
shaft and then crawl through a wet 
drainage pipe to get into the turmel. 
They then walk the two miles to 

Blaengwynfi and back, recording the 
air quality as they go. 

They also monitor near the tunnel 
roof where any explosive gas might 
collect. 

MRS of Dinas have supported the 
society by loaning emergency breath
ing kits and telephone equipment 
which enables the underground team 
to communicate with a surface crew. 

Reporting on the visits, project sec
retary Tony Moon said: " I n the middle 

of the tunnel you feel very safe. Most of 
the way there is not a stone or brick out 
of place and it is only wet near the 
ends. 

"It is such a magnificent piece of 
Victorian engineering that wiU 
become a huge benefit to the people of 
the Rhondda and Afah valleys. It is a 
real privilege to be able to help this 
become a reality." 

There have been delays in discus
sions with the Welsh Government and 

local authorities to re-open the tunnel 
due to the recent flooding in South 
Wales and now the outbreak of Covid-
19. 

With Welsh Assembly elections 
looming in 2021, the society is confi
dent there will be progress this year. 

Testing is currentiy also being car
ried out at the Abernant Tunnel, which 
runs between Aberdare and Merthyr 
Tydfil, funded by Rhondda Cynon Taf 
and Merthyr councils. 


