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“I don’t see anything down there
that will stop this from happening,
obviously the money will need to
be raised to pay for it but there’s
nothing down there that is not
fixable,” Mr Richard Storey of
Balfour Beatty said. I have been
waiting to hear those words since
our inception in 2014. When I heard
this statement on BBC Wales Today,
I must admit, I punched the air with
excitement and a sense of great
achievement by us all.
There are so many people to thank,
Hammonds of Aberdare, D-Drill,
Earth Science Partnership, SCCS
of Cambridge, Mines Rescue Dinas,
Balfour Beatty, LN Plant, Bob Gay
Plant, RCT, NPT, Graeme Bickerdike,
Laserbeam Productions, Alun Jones
ITV, Lee Holland Highways England,
Mathew Murray, BBC, The Residents
of Blaengwynfi, all the Staff that
manned the Shop, our Engineers,
Steve, Bob, Aubrey, all who helped
level the rubble at the bottom of
the air shaft, Tony Moon, Project
Secretary, Lesley Crew, Jim Maggs,
Sue Warren, Shay Fisher. If I have
forgotten anyone, I do apologise. Oh
And Jeff Walker!
From the 23rd of April until the
24th of May, the Tunnel saw more
activity in those 4 weeks than it
has in the last 40 years. Watching
‘D-Drill’ drilling into the wall to gain

access to the ‘Dark Side’ was a sight
to behold. Watching ‘Hammonds’
removing the old Concrete Cap was
so exciting I thought I was going to
pass out! Again, Watching Balfour
Beatty carrying out the Detailed
Examination, tapping the Crown of
the Tunnel, was mesmerising!
I know how lucky I have been
throughout our journey, being able to
enter the Tunnel on many occasions,
however I can assure you that every
time I entered, I was aware that
if it wasn’t for you our members,
I wouldn’t have been there.
The interest in our project has grown
immensely, Twitter especially. With
over 200 new paying members, we
are now back up to over 700.
It would be great if we could get all
followers of our Facebook page to
join as it would put us in a position
where we could move along quicker
with different parts of the project,
bringing fruition forward. So now
we wait for the Balfour Beatty’s
Detailed Examination Report. We
are expecting this to take around 3
to 4 weeks, so we should have the
results by the end of June.
I am in no doubt that there will be
a few things in the Tunnel that will
need addressing. We would be foolish
to think otherwise. However, as
Richard Storey said in the interview

with BBC Wales Today, “95% of the
Tunnel is as good as the day they
built it in the 1890’s. It is in very,
very good condition” and I think it’s
worth a mention, when they built
things in those days, it was built to
last! Not a truer word spoken!
We have reached exciting times, we
are reaching goals with astonishing
precision and speed. We have
reached the dizzy heights of the
‘Times Newspaper’. We have NPT
and RCT saying they should back our
Project. All we need now is for the
Welsh Government to do the same.
I was once called a Chairman
who plays shopkeeper! Well I
am extremely proud to say this
shopkeeper stuck to his guns or
counter which ever you prefer,
is still delivering and picking up
goods for the shop which is going
from strength to strength where
you said it would fail. The wall that
certain individuals said we would
never breach has been. Onward and
inwards. Well done to all you RTS
members and members of the public
for your unwavering support. Thank
you one and all.

Steve Mackey
Chairman
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THERE IS NOTHING DOWN THERE
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PREPARING THE WAY

Who in their wildest imagination could have
foreseen the incredible outcome of this Detailed
Examination which commenced on April 23rd

The first load of materials has arrived at the
tunnel site prior to the arrival of the machinery
needed to prepare and remove the concrete cap
from the ventilation shaft

Meanwhile on April 16th all is not going to plan
at the bottom of the haul road

The first team entered the tunnel from the
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DUOend, walking the two miles to the
Blaengwynfi end to prepare the area ready
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The last task for Richard Storey of this part of
the tunnel was the inspection of the “vent”
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FROM THE OTHER SIDE

24

GEOTECHNICAL SURVEY GOES
AHEAD AT BLAENCWM

Unnerving is the only way I can explain what
I felt crawling through that wall on the final
day of the Detailed Examination

Tuesday May 9th finds us up at Blaencwm field
as we see the excavator kindly loaned to us

25
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NPT AND RCT COUNCILLORS VISIT
With the Detailed Examination drawing
to a close, both Neath Port Talbot and
Rhondda Cynon Taff councillors met at
the Blaengwynfi portal site
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Their motto “Safe in our Hands” certainly
rings true each time we need to enter
our tunnel

Nothing but the greatest admiration for
D-DRILL workers Alun Burnell and
Gary Robinson

Celebrations were called for on the 19th
March as finally the outlet of the tunnel’s
drainage system was found

The Society gets a new vehicle and a curious
young man joins the society

Tynewydd, a tiny part of the valley sitting at the
top of the Rhondda Fawr, has along with many
other parts of these twin valleys seen massive
changes over the last five decades.

It was decided to hold “Residents Surgeries”
at both the HENDREWEN in Blaencwm and the
G2 in Abergwynfi/Blaengwynfi.

The date March 19th, the place, BBC studios at
Cardiff and yet another “slot” for the RTS as
Chairman Stephen Mackey
TUNNEL VISION
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THERE IS NOTHING DOWN
THERE THAT WILL PREVENT
THIS HAPPENING
Who in their wildest imagination could have
foreseen the incredible outcome of this Detailed
Examination which commenced on April 23rd.
With a vast amount of preparation and hard work
all coming together we have witnessed Hammond
(ECS) excavating the ground that covered the old
cap, D-DRILL “breaking down” and removing
the old cap from the vent and drilling through the
“Gwynfi” wall, Earth Science Partnership digging a
total of twelve test pits (six each side of the tunnel),
and Balfour Beatty Engineers examining the full
length of the tunnel. A massive undertaking for
any Society let alone one that is barely three and
a half years old. But the most amazing moment
came from Richard Storey of Balfour Beatty when
interviewed by Matthew Murray of BBC WALES
at the completion of the examination said “The
tunnel is as good a condition as the day it opened.
There are only three or four parts of the tunnel that
will require some work and that’s where the money
will have to be put into”. He went on to say, “I see
nothing down there that will prevent this happening”.
That last statement is what we have all been working
towards and have been waiting to hear since the
Society was formed nearly four years ago.
The time has come for the appropriate authorities
to step forward and finally take ownership of this
Victorian masterpiece which, until “Welsh owned”
restricts us applying for the various grants vital to
this project. When opened this iconic structure will
transform the Rhondda and Afan Valleys, bringing
prosperity to the communities that have seen so
much decline in the last few decades.
It just remains to say what a fantastic end to a very
busy three weeks. We now wait for the official
report from Richard/Balfour Beatty but going on
these comments I think it’s safe to say we can all
feel pretty confident.
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I FEEL A CHANGE OF
OWNERSHIP COMING ON

T

he date is March 26th,
the place, Blaengwynfi,
and as we can see the first
load of materials has arrived
at the tunnel site prior to
the arrival of the machinery
needed to prepare and remove
the concrete cap from the
ventilation shaft. In the
first pictures we can see the
truck-load of one hundred
and eighty-two panels which
will provide the temporary
“haul road” surface up the
embankment to the work site.
This first step commenced on
April 3rd and was completed
in just three days. This work
involved the “breaking down”
of the 22-inch-thick concrete
cap into sections thus enabling
them to be lifted out.
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Below we can see “D-DRILL”
workmen armed with their massive
diamond tipped saw blades getting
to work and cutting this massive
concrete slab into ten sections,
each two-foot-wide ready for
lifting off the vent allowing
daylight down the shaft for the
first time in nearly forty-five years.
Each of these sections weighed
approximately two tons. The saw
blades incidetally cost £1500 EACH!
On this page we can see the
individual sections with steel
supports bolted to them. These
beams will provide the means for
attaching the lifting chains.

It is now Monday April 9th and to the bottom
left we see the first of the sections being lifted
from the shaft, followed by the other nine
sections of the cap removed one by one to
reveal the intricate brickwork which looks
immaculate here at the top of this shaft and it
is even more impressive at the bottom in the
roof of the tunnel. In attendance and recording
this bit of history was cameraman Alyn Jones
of ITV WALES who has followed our project
from its outset, compiling video footage for a
programme which will be released towards the
end of the year.

Following this the shaft was then
recovered with pre-formed metal sheets
prior to the forming of the steel framework of re-bar and shuttering being built
around it. On Friday 20th the concrete
that forms the new cap was poured and
a new steel hatch fitted, measuring one
metre by one and a half metres housed
at the centre. A hole was then cut in the
sheeting, resulting in the completion of
this new “entry point”.
TUNNEL VISION
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M

eanwhile on April 16th
all is not going to plan
at the bottom of the haul
road as EARTH SCIENCE
PARTNERSHIP tries in
vain to get the drilling rig
to its GPS co-ordinates for
the test borehole set out by
our technical team Aubrey
Green, Bob Wyman, and
Project Manager Tony Moon.
After several attempts it was
obvious that owing to the
saturated ground it would
have to be postponed until a
later date, giving the ground a
chance to “dry out”.

would have to
be postponed
until a
later date
Wednesday 25th April saw the tunnel officially
handed over from Hammonds ECS to the R.T.S.
and the new “entry point” was immediately put into
use with the lowering of all the equipment that was
too large to enter through the “Blaencwm pipe”.
Balfour Beatty team Richard Storey, Chris Glenister
and Mel Berry accompanied by Steve Jones and
Tony Moon immediately set off for the Blaencwm
end of the tunnel to begin the survey.
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However to try and recover some
of the lost time, the following day
saw our Chairman digging the six
test pits with the machine that was
used to remove the cap from the
tunnel vent just three days before.
Not surprisingly it was found to be
of much the same material as found
at other parts of the South Wales
coalfield. These tests will be repeated
at Blaencwm before the final results
will be known, but it is expected to
be of the same material as here at the
“Gwynfi” end.

not suprisingly it was
found to be of much
the same material as
found at other parts
of south wales
TUNNEL VISION
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Unit 1, Gelli Industrial Estate, Gelli, Pentre,
Rhondda Cynon Taff, CF41 7UW

• Van Livery

• Shop Signs

• Design Service

• Banners

• Car Graphics
TEL: 01443 441112 | MOB: 07870 441112
EMAIL: rob@advasign.co.uk
www.advasign.co.uk

B advasign sign & graphic design

WEB DESIGN . HOSTING . DOMAIN NAMES
Rhondda-based with excellent customer service,
we offer web design, hosting and domain name
registration. We’ll also write the content for your
website, take care of your updates and manage
your social media. Give us a call to find out more.

07775 558548

29internet.wales

Working with businesses and individuals throughout Rhondda and across Wales.
Give us a call to find out more.
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M

onday 23rd dawned and first team entered
the tunnel from the Blaencwm end, walking
the two miles to the Blaengwynfi end to prepare the
area ready for D-Drill, and to form a safe landing
area/platform for the new access point via the
Blaengwynfi vent. This team included Tony Moon
(Project Manager), Steve Jones (Head of R.T.S.
Technical Team), Jim Maggs (Vice Chairman),
Aubrey Green (Engineer) and his two sons James
and Edward who gratefully helped the Society for
this first stage of the coming fortnight.

14 TUNNEL VISION

This new entry point to the tunnel allowed the
lowering of equipment too large to go in the
“Blaencwm entry” ready for its journey to the far
end of the tunnel nearly two miles distant. It was
planned initially that a lift system would be used
as means of access into the tunnel, but it transpired
that this would be too costly and we had to revert
to the method of being lowered individually, by the
same method as previous visits at the Blaencwm
portal, but owing to the depth the winch would be
electrically powered.

The honour of being the first
person to enter the tunnel via this
Blaengwynfi end fell to Jim Maggs
(Vice President RTS) and here we
see him (far left page) on the verge
of taking the plunge. He commented
“I don’t know why I was smiling
in the photo because I was shaking
like a leaf”. Following immediately
behind was Richard Storey of
Balfour Beatty and his team namely
Mel Berry and Chris Glenister and
various members of our Society
which included Jonathan Davies
(left page inset), who were called
upon to help get the examination
under way.
Just look at that brickwork as you
descend the shaft, and look where
they are from in the bottom right
photo.
Visiting our tunnel for the second
time was Graham Bickerdyke
founder of the “Forgotten Relics”
website, a journalist for the
“Rail Engineer” magazine and
a cameraman for BBC Sport.
Joining him on this occasion was
Peter Harris who is the Tunnels
Conveyor of the Panel for Historical
Engineering Work of the Institute of
Civil Engineers.

Above we can see three views
of descending the shaft, the first
is immediately after you drop
through the hatch, the second
about thirty feet to go, and lastly
emerging out of the vent. Note
the broken drainage pipe in the
middle photo. This was probably
caused by the falling brickwork
as they “bulldozed” or more
likely “wrecker balled” the stack,
down into the shaft.

H

ere we see a selection of photos taken
by Tony Moon with Richard Storey
seen in the section of the support rings
and timbers where “spalling” has occurred
which I am told is to be expected owing
to the dampness in this area. When the
first inspection of “our” tunnel took place
in April 2015, we were made aware of
this section as the only possible danger
to us would be the falling of pieces of
these rotten timbers. Underfoot the pieces
that have fallen in the past fifty years
lies rotting on the track bed and has the
consistency of a thin paste.
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Meanwhile at the other end of the tunnel,
D-Drill workers Gary Robinson and Alun
Burnell (Pictured far left) starts work on
the mysterious wall that denies access to
the last one hundred yards of the tunnel. A
pilot hole of 100mm was driven through to
determine the thickness of the wall which
turned out to be 2050mm (six feet and eight
inches in old money.)
The boring of the main core then began
with a drill diameter of 200mm (8 inches).
Fourteen holes were drilled in total, each
taking between one and a half and two
hours. The water which has run constantly
since the wall was constructed did not
cause any problems initially, but things got
a whole lot worse as the days went on as a
result of a few days torrential rain.
But this “not to be beaten” team continued
to work in water so cold that my feet were
freezing after standing in it for just ten
minutes taking photographs, and these guys
worked for hours even with their wellies
full. Finally, on Thursday, May 3rd they
completed their task with the core dropped
and broken into manageable pieces and

lifted/levered out enabling us to finally get a
glimpse of the other side of the wall. It then
just remained for Richard Storey to return
on May 18th to inspect this last section of
the tunnel before collating his report.

These guys
worked for hours
even with their
wellies full
TUNNEL VISION
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The last task for Richard Storey
of this part of the tunnel was the
inspection of the “vent” itself
and following very heavy rain
during the previous few days he
was going to get very wet. The
ground now waterlogged, began
running down the shaft through
the new hatch making conditions
very difficult and cold. Here
we see him being lowered into
the “vent” this time wearing a
“working harness” as opposed
to the “rescue harness” needed
when working in the tunnel itself.
After a short while the job was
completed which saw Richard
returning to the surface soaked
right through to the skin and
boots full to the top.
When asked as to the condition
of the vent he replied
“Fine, obviously there are some
sections where the surface of the
mortar has been washed out but
it is only superficial”.
After returning to his car we can
see him pouring the water out
of his boots, with his shirt and
jeans stuck to him and his socks
leaving footprints on the tarmac.
The following day would see
‘D-Drill’ workers Gary and
Alun complete the removal of
the ‘Core’ allowing access to the
final 100 yards of the tunnel.
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CALL DAVID STREETER

TEL: 01685 811861 • MOBILE: 07816 918561

the infamous

blaengwynfi wall
Over six-and-a-half feet thick with
the breeze blocks on the left hand side
crumbling away after 43 years in the
damp conditions. But as for the concrete
sandwiched between, that is another story.
For the technical bods out there, the drill
used to break through this was a Weka
DK32 with a standard diameter of 200mm
and 450mm in length, followed by a 1
metre long bit, and a 3no 500 extension
rods to get the depth of 2050mm. A total
of fourteen holes were “stitch-drilled”.
This wall took all of five days to breach.
Pictured here are some of the concrete cores
removed from the fourteen boreholes in
the wall. Someone suggested having them
cut into small discs and using them as
doorstops. Now there’s a thought.
One question remains, and that is why was
it built there in the first place? About 400
pot blocks were used in its construction
and goodness knows how many tons of
concrete. All this material had to be brought
into the tunnel , built in far from perfect
conditions when it would have been far
easier to build it at the portal in broad
daylight as indeed it has at the Blaencwm
end.
A question for Richard Storey I think.
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WHY WAS
IT BUILT
THERE IN
THE FIRST
PLACE?
TUNNEL VISION
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from the
other side
U

nnerving is the only way I can explain what
I felt crawling through that wall on the
final day of the Detailed Examination. With the
absence of the sound of water following some
lovely sunny weather, it seemed a different world
to the conditions in this tunnel just two weeks
earlier when water poured from every weep-hole
in the wall, but today silence. First man down on
this day was Steve Jones who spent the first half
hour building a temporary “pontoon” to assist
ease of entry into “the dark side”. Richard Storey
soon followed and he was followed by Graham
Bickerdyke, Tony Moon, Aubrey Green and Bob
Wyman.
Above we can see a shot as we proceed towards the
Blaengwynfi portal with water levels ranging from
10 to 15 inches deep. It would have been a very
different story if we had entered two weeks earlier.
This pooling of water is a result of inadvertently
bulldozing spoil over the new drainage system
inlet laid during the sealing up of the tunnel portal
rendering it more or less useless.
Though, that being said it probably does allow

some degree of drainage owing to the varying
water levels. Richard Storey of Balfour Beatty
commented on the tunnel after completing his
examination and said “The tunnel is in as good
condition as the day it opened”. If that does
not speak volumes for the skills, pride and
determination that went into the construction of
this tunnel over one-hundred- and- thirty years ago
nothing does. Now all that remains is that of the
final report which will hopefully be received by
the end of July, hopefully resulting in the Welsh
Government or the two Councils (NPT and RCT)
taking joint ownership. In doing so it would then
open up the possibility of securing grants that up
until now, we the Society have been unable to
apply for.
So come on everyone, it is time to take the plunge
as they say and join us in full membership for just
£10 a year.

Be part of a project that
will remain for generations
TUNNEL VISION
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GEOTECHNICAL
SURVEY GOES
AHEAD AT
BLAENCWM

T

uesday May 9th finds us up at Blaencwm
field as we see the excavator kindly loaned
to us by LN contractors making its way
up into the “tunnel field” to dig the first of six trial
pits. The purpose of these “digs” is once again to
obtain samples of the material used to fill in the
cutting leading to the tunnel portal way back in
January/February, 1981. It is expected to be typical
of the spoil used to cover the Blaengwynfi end
of the tunnel (that being general colliery waste)
and is typical of sites throughout the South Wales
Coalfield.
EARTH SCIENCE PARTNERSHIP can be seen
taken bags of sample material for testing to confirm
there are no contaminants present, as indeed they
did so three weeks earlier at Blaengwynfi.
On site were Aubrey Green (RTS Engineer), Tony
Moon (Project Manager) and Stephen Mackey
(Chairman RTS) witnessing another job that can
be “ticked off the list”. This now only leaves the
boreholes, again at both sides of the tunnel to be
completed.
The strides the RTS have made over this last three
years is truly astounding, and to think that it was
only three years ago that Mines Rescue entered
the tunnel for the first time in thirty-five years with
Hammond (ECS) Engineers (Aberdare) and
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Mr. Lee Holland (Highways England Historic
Railway Estates) who told our Chairman after
walking through the tunnel on the Friday “The
tunnel is no worse now than when it was closed over
forty-five years ago”.
Looking at these photographs gives you an idea
of the fantastic machinery we have today, but also
makes me think that a long time ago that same spoil
was dug out by pick and shovel, by someone’s
grandfather, or indeed great-grandfather.
After the samples were gathered the pits were
refilled and smoothed over and hopefully with some
fine sunny weather we will soon see the ground back
to normal.
Our thanks goes to Mr. Peter Lyle who’s
co-operation is very much appreciated.
Also we would like to thank Mr. Lee Norman and
Mr. Martin Russell for allowing the use of their
excavator, and operator Steve (?) for doing a first
class job.

NPT AND RCT
COUNCILLORS MEET
AT BLAENGWYNFI
With the Detailed Examination drawing to a close, both
Neath Port Talbot and Rhondda Cynon Taff councillors
met at the Blaengwynfi portal site on Tuesday, 1st May to
experience first hand the work being done by the RTS and
contractors Balfour Beatty and D-Drill.
Project Manager Tony Moon welcomed them all and
after a short while escorted them all down to the tunnel
access point and provided each with a file containing
the proposed plan for this exciting venture which
will transform the Rhondda and Afan valleys into a
worldwide tourist attraction. Destined to be the second
longest cycling path and walkway IN THE WORLD it will
attract tourists from far and wide bringing much needed
prosperity back to these small communities. Two of the
visiting ladies even asked how they go about attending
a confined space training course, as they would love to
see the inside of this Victorian work of art. Head of RCT
council Mr. Andrew Morgan was most impressed with the
progress and enthusiasm this project has and continues
to generate. He then commented to our Chairman Steve
Mackey that he would like to arrange a meeting with the
RTS within the next four to six weeks.
Andrew Morgan of RCT is seen below being interviewed
by Graham Bickerdyke of “FORGOTTEN RELICS”.
Graham is the gentleman responsible for taking the most
spectacular photos of inside the tunnel that I have ever
seen.
Above to the right we see a group of people whom I did
not have to ask to “smile for the camera” as everybody
had permanent smiles on their faces. Everyone was
amazed at the progress the RTS has made, and as a result
meetings with both councils are imminent.

DAVID REES AM VISITS
BLAENGWYNFI SITE
David Rees AM visited the site at
Blaengwynfi and commented how things
are progressing rapidly. He praised
the residents of Blaengwynfi for their
patience with the work that has been
carried out and hope they will continue to
support the project. It is hard to believe
that it is nearly four years since we began
to tread this long hard road. Yet shoulder
to shoulder we are marching on into the
history books. Mr. Rees has recently said
on the RTS Promotional film, “It is for us
for the future” and has backed us from the
very beginning.
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From the very first time we the
RTS ventured into the Rhondda
Tunnel in January 2016, we
have been under the constant
supervision and guidance of
Mines Rescue Dinas. After
completing our Confined
Space training in the Rescue
Station at Dinas two years ago,
Stephen Mackey (Chairman)
and myself have learned how
difficult, obviously dangerous
and sometimes tragic, their
jobs can be.

Their motto “Safe in our Hands” certainly
rings true each time we need to enter
our tunnel, and we would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the team(s)
who once again have given their services
impeccably during this crucial period of
the Detailed Inspection.
We the Society would like to thank all
the following Mines Rescue personnel:
MARTIN SCOOT		

NIGEL REED

LES JACKSON		

PAUL CAREY

MATTHEW LEWIS

TIM CAREY

CHRIS CHAMBERS
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Inspiration House, Williams Place,
Upper Boat, Pontypridd, CF37 5BH
Tel: 01443 844118 Fax: 01443 844119
Email: enquiries@young-phillips.co.uk
77 Bute Street, Treorchy, CF42 6AH
Tel: 01443 772225 Fax: 01443 776928
Email: enquiriestreorchy@young-phillips.co.uk

Young and Phillips is the trading name of
Young and Phillips Limited, incorporated in
the United Kingdom No: 5161622

www.young-phillips.co.uk
Chartered Accountants
Registered Auditors

Registered to carry on adult work in the UK and regulated for a range of investment business activities by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants

A Massive Thank You!
Overwhelming is the only word I can think of to describe the way this magazine flew
off the shelves in March. I would like to thank each and every one of you who purchased
the last magazine, and hope that you will continue to support us by purchasing future
editions. Covering stories for this newsletter can be challenging to say the least, and
I find it extremely rewarding in knowing that you have all taken the time and interest
to support us. With the ever-increasing media coverage which is now at an all-time
high, it is of vital importance that we continue to grow as a society and ask all of you
who are reading this to consider becoming a fully paid-up member for just £10 a year
which works out at less than 3p a day. Help us make history by bringing this project, the
largest seen in the valleys for many years to fruition, benefitting ourselves and future
generations. If you wish to become a member of the R.T.S. why not pop in to our shop
opposite the Parc and Dare in Treorchy or telephone 01443 776665.
On behalf of the RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY I would like to say THANK YOU to Jason
and all the staff at “THE VILLAGE STORE” and to Annette at the Fruit Shop who helps
distribute these newsletters.

- Jim Mackey (Editor)
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ell what can one say? Over the last week of
this inspection I have nothing but the greatest
admiration for D-DRILL workers Alun Burnell and
Gary Robinson. From the outset when they started
drilling the first bore-hole they gave nothing less than
100% (times ten), and if I were in this sort of job these
two guys would be the two at the top of my list to work
with.
With working conditions far from perfect this team
never faltered or complained, and day after day with
water ingress varying from “normal” to “ridiculous”
they carried on regardless. This water being so cold
my feet were absolutely freezing and I was only taking
photographs, but with Gary and Alun, even their
wellington boots were full but still they carried on!!

WHAT A TEAM!
WELL DONE GUYS

at long last
Jim Mackey (EDITOR)

Celebrations were called for on the 19th March as
finally the outlet of the tunnel’s drainage system
was found. After a chance meeting with a certain
person (whom we shall call George) it transpired
that he knew exactly where this outlet was and he
asked, “Would you like me to show you?” Within
minutes he had taken me to the location and
pointed it out to me. I must say no wonder we could
not find it as it was below the surface of the water
and tucked under the embankment with only a
small section of the pipe about the size of a heel on
a man’s shoe barely showing. George then told me
“In the drought of 77 we approached the council
as to the practicality of using this water, as it never
stops flowing. But after running tests it was found
to contain a very high iron content”. All these facts
were consistent with the water that continues to
flow out of the tunnel to this day, by the very same
drain laid down in the reign of Queen Victoria!
Along with Steve Jones (Head of Technical Team)
and Stephen Mackey (Chairman) we returned to
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the site on the 23rd to confirm our findings, as on
the 19th I was ill equipped, (having no wellies). SJ
crossed the stream, and within minutes had cleared
away the moss and stones to reveal the two sections
of clay pipe that has eluded us for the last three
years. Steve then placed some makeshift stakes to
roughly identify the course of this drainage system
and followed this up by speaking with Lee of L N
contractors who is continuing with the groundwork
for the new houses being built behind Delwyn
Terrace, making him aware of its existence. It
is astounding that no plans can be found which
include information as to its course and depth.

A TWIST IN THE TALE

On our visit into the tunnel for the start of the
Detailed Inspection a few weeks later, an ecofriendly dye was dropped into the running water
and a lookout stood at the “supposed” outlet, but
to our surprise …nothing. Then to our amazement
the dye which was lime green in colour entered
the stream from the “new” outlet a short distance

up-stream twenty- one minutes after being dropped into the tunnel drain. We have always refused to believe
that this was the outlet, as it is the means of entry into the tunnel at the bottom of the shaft and as mentioned
before no water enters it. This can only mean one thing and that is the original drainage has been picked
up by this large diameter pipe a short distance from the outlet at the stream. So even though this is not the
result we were expecting we can “put this one to bed” as they say, and I will take this opportunity to say to
“George” who wishes to remain anonymous, “You know who you are, and we the RHONDDA TUNNEL
SOCIETY wish to thank you for the help you have given us. You are a true Gentleman in every sense of the
word, and it goes without saying we will honour your wishes”.
TUNNEL VISION

31

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

With deliveries and collections taking a years toll on
the Treasurer Lesley Crews Car, it was decided that
the Society should purchase it’s own transport as the
damage collection and deliveries were causing on
The treasurers car was not acceptable and unfair. So,
in March, a van was purchased from MP Car and Van
Sales, Bridgend. We are now able to pick up large
items that we purchase and are given where as it was
impossible to do so in the car.
It has also proved invaluable with the detailed
examination. The to’ing and fro’ing from Hammonds
and the long way around when the Bwlch Mountain
Road was closed to Blaengwynfi. The heavy goods
that had to be transported to and from site each day
has already proved the van is a great asset to the
Society. We can of course offer the van and driver
to members if they need a van to move something at
very low cost indeed. Every Penny Helps!

Another Recruit!

ANO

A new member of The Rhondda Tunnel
Society had a surprise in the post today
as he wants to learn all about the old and
new Rhondda Tunnel. Chairman Steve
Mackey had been contacted by his Ioan’s
mum asking if there was any literature on
the Tunnel that Ioan could have to read.
So, the Chairman drove down to his house
and posted past Magazines and a few
nick-nacks for him through his letterbox.
Ioan’s mum said he was delighted and we
can all see that by the smile on this young
man’s face.

A new member of The
in the post today as he
Rhondda Tunnel. Cha
by his Ioan’s mum ask
Tunnel the Ioan could
down to his house and
nacks for him through
welcome
delighted aboard
and we can
young
man’s man
face.
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Hammond ECS Ltd is a multi disciplined company delivering structure maintenance and Rail projects
throughout England and Wales. Since its formation in 1997 the company is recognised for providing
high standards of work based on a foundation of knowledge, whilst ensuring high standards of safety
in order to produce exceptional customer service and satisfaction.
Hammond carry out structural repairs, maintenance and construction of Railway and Highways
structures, ranging from Masonry, Brickwork, Viaducts, footbridges, and tunnels.
The company are specialists in the following work:
Small and large scale arch soffit repairs using temporary supports, crack stitching of brickwork,
pointing using natural hydraulic lime mortars, skew brickwork repairs, arch brickwork replacement in
bridges, parapet and pilaster repairs and rebuilds, Platipus and Cintec anchor installation, pressure
grouting of ring separation, rebuilding abutments and spandrels, waterproofing of bridge and viaduct
decks, cast iron girder replacement in jack arch bridges, jack arch replacement and brickwork repairs,
bridge bearing replacement, complete bridge infilling using foam concrete and structural fill, steel
replacement in structures, rebuilding masonry / brickwork retaining walls, installation of rock anchors / soil nails and rock fall protection netting, high level survey work on bridges / retaining walls
and tunnels, confined space working during culvert and tunnel repairs, security fencing, drainage
works, total de-vegetation of structures using powered access / scaffolding / abseilers.

www.hammond-ecs.com

Hammond ECS Ltd, Canal Road, Cwmbach, Aberdare, CF44 0AE Tel: 01685 884813/879832

T

ynewydd, a tiny part of the valley sitting
at the top of the Rhondda Fawr, has along
with many other parts of these twin valleys
seen massive changes over the last five decades.
Employment for most who lived in this small
community in the mid twentieth century meant
either the collieries, railways, Rollo Hardy,
Polikoff’s, or E.M.I. Today apart from the railway
(and that just a shadow of its former self) not one
of these survive.
It is hard to believe that there is not one deep mine
left in the whole of the UK and we now import
the vast majority of our need for coal.

34 TUNNEL VISION

e	
  	
  RHONDDA	
  
visitors	
  from	
  all	
  
ese	
  visitors	
  
the	
  valley	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  

7	
  yards	
  short	
  of	
  
r	
  front	
  door.	
  Let	
  us	
  
hops,	
  pub’s,	
  café’s,	
  

The railway, following the infamous
“BEECHING ACT” closed the Rhondda Tunnel
which meant never again could we jump on
the train and go and get some “sand between
our toes” in Aberavon or Porthcawl. Polikoff’s
factory once one of the biggest employers in the
Rhondda is now a series of smaller businesses,
although seeming to be thriving, collectively
employs nothing like the figures when these
premises used to churn out clothing for our armed
forces and Kays catalogue.
This magazine is our way of keeping the public
up to date with the progress of our intentions to
re-open the RHONDDA TUNNEL as a walking
and cycling path, which, when opened will
become the second longest cycling path and
walkway IN THE WORLD, promoting a healthier
lifestyle for us, our children and our children’s
children.
As we are all aware cycling has become a
phenomenal leisure activity and the RHONDDA
TUNNEL will undoubtedly be on practically
everyone’s “bucket list” bringing visitors from
all over the UK, and indeed for the more serious
cyclist and hiker, the world. These visitors
whether they come for a day, a week or even
longer, will bring prosperity to the valley and I
am confident that Tynewydd will play its part.
This iconic structure the RHONDDA TUNNEL at
3443 yards long, that’s just 77 yards short of two
miles, is a masterpiece of Victorian engineering
and it is here right on our front door. Let us make
the most of it and bring something back to the
valleys, benefitting our shops, pub’s, café’s, B and
B’s and indeed the public.

From £1150*

*based on 80m 2
Full Terms and Conditions available in store

Check out our new website:

With ever increasing media interest and work
scheduled to begin at the tunnel on the 19th March,
it was decided to hold “Residents Surgeries” at
both the HENDREWEN in Blaencwm and the G2
in Abergwynfi/Blaengwynfi. These meetings took
place on the 13th and 20th March respectively
and was very well received by practically all
who attended. There were of course one or two
objections as you always have in a project of this
size, but the VAST majority of the people were
right behind us. Our resident Engineers Steve
Jones, Aubrey Green and Bob Wyman sat through
the meetings and answered a few people who
seemed to have genuine concerns, and many more
who showed nothing but enthusiasm. Steve Jones
witnessed remarks such as “it will be good for the
area” along with “it should link with the proposed
(Bear Grylls) linked project” and “it should
increase the value of our properties”. Two persons
were also concerned of the deposition of the spoil
produced from the excavation of the portals but
seemed fairly happy with the suggested outcome.

Both surgeries began at 3.00 p.m. and closed at
8.00 p.m. to assure the majority of people who
wanted to, could attend. Making sure the meetings
went smoothly the members of the Committee
present were Stephen Mackey (Chairman), Tony
Moon (Project Manager), Jim Maggs (ViceChairman) Steve Jones (Engineer and Head of
Technical Team), Aubrey Green (Engineer), Bob
Wyman (Engineer), Lesley Crew (Treasurer), Shay
Fisher, Demi Louise Hayes RTS Shop Staff and
myself Jim Mackey (Magazine Editor).

it will be good
for the area
Pictured below show both the HENDREWEN
at Blaencwm and the G2 at Abergwynfi where
members of the public took great interest in the
plans for our tunnel.
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forever flying
the flag
The date March 19th, the place, BBC studios
at Cardiff and yet another “slot” for the RTS as
Chairman Stephen Mackey give another interview
live on Radio Wales. Accompanied by myself we
entered the building only to be welcomed by a full
size Dalek. Reminding me of my childhood and the
creepy music of the ground-breaking series “Doctor
Who”, whoever would have thought that I would
stand side by side with one of the Doctor’s deadliest
foes at a bona-fide BBC studio. After signing in
we were lead to the waiting area where we were
“treated” to a cup of the infamous BBC coffee (IT’S
TRUE) before being taken to the control room
prior to the interview, I must say I was amazed at
what goes on “behind the scenes”. With so many
screens, sliders, switches and so on I could have
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stayed there all day just watching these professional
people transmitting programmes which we the
listeners “take for granted”.
After finally being taken into the interview room
Steve was asked about the imminent cap removal
at Blaengwynfi, how the project was progressing,
how he sees it when finally opened. Always the
same questions that people are now eager to know
the answer to and always the same answer “This
tunnel will open and in doing so will transform both
the Rhondda and Afan valleys, giving our children
a better, healthier future. We have on our doorstep a
tourist attraction that will be the envy of the world.
Let us make the most of it”.

We All Make Mistakes
I would like to offer my most sincere
apologies for the error I made in the
last edition of TUNNEL VISION when
the story praised PEN-Y-CYMOEDD for
the monies donated to various bodies
within the local community. Of course
this should have read “TREORCHY
WIND FARM DONATES £55000 TO
LOCAL COMMUNITY”. I would like
to make it clear that the mistake
was mine alone as I did not have the
magazine “proof read” before sending
it to the printers.
Also apologies to Mines Rescue worker
Billy Teague for putting him down as
Christopher Teague. Sorry Billy.

- Jim Mackey (Editor)

• Fire Alarms				
• Fire Extinguishers			
• Portable Appliance Testing
• Door Access			
• Fire Doors			
		

• Emergency Lighting
• Fire Risk Assessment
• Fire Safety Signs
• Intruder Alarms
• CCTV

14 Queen Street, Pentre, Rhondda-Cynon-Taf, CF41 7HS

Tel: 01443 423718 | Mobile: 07977 617409
e-mail: fireplusstms14@aol.com
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In Aid Of The Rhondda Tunnel Society

At the Ton Pentre Football Club

on Saturday, 4th August, 2018
at
7.00pm
kets
Tic

£5

Tickets Available from

Behind the bar at ‘Ton Pentre Football Club’
The Rhondda Tunnel Shop, Station Road, Treorchy
Tel: Lesley Crew at 01443 423336 • Tel: Steve Mackey at 01443 776665
For more information on this event or ‘The Rhondda Tunnel Society’
please check us out online at www.rhonddatunnelsociety.co.uk
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